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Surveys  show  fourth-  and  fifth-graders  are  more  familiar  with 
the  trendy  Budweiser  beer  frogs  than  with  Kellogg  cereal’s  Tony 
the  Tiger,  according  to  the  Center  on  Alcohol  Advertising  (CAA). 
In  the  August  issue  of  SBC  Life,  Entertainment  Today,  Inc.,  pres¬ 
ident  BobDeMoss  quotes  CAA  researcher  Laurie  Lciber:  “After 
a  single  year  of  advertising,  the  Budweiser  frogs  have  assumed  a 
friendly  place  in  our  children’s  psyches  between  Bugs  Bunny  and 
Smokey  Bear.’’  The  Center  for  Science  in  the  Public  Interest 
(CPSI)  and  Children  of  Alcoholics  Foundation  (COAF)  have 
called  for  legal  action  to  .stop  “deceptive  advertising  aimed  at  the 
young.”  Migs  Woodside,  COAF  chairman,  said.  “(S)ons  and 
daughters  of  alcoholics,  one  out  of  every  eight  teenagers  in  the 
country,  are  already  three  to  four  times  more  likely  to  become 
alcoholics  themselves....  Beer  commercials  heighten  this  already- 
high  vulnerability.”  Of  a  Budweiser  spokesman’s  assertion  that 
their  commericals  don't  lead  children  to  drink,  DeMoss  said:  “... 
He’s  saying...  the  Bud  ads  do  work  on  adults,  but  have  no  impact 
on  kids...!” 


While  secular  media  in  sensual  Brazil  ridicule  ‘True  Love 
Waits.”  the  Southern  Baptist  campaign  to  promote  sexual  puri¬ 
ty  among  young  people  is  proving  to  be  a  message  Brazil’s 
youths  want  to  hear.  In  the  South  American  country  where 
promiscuity  has  led  to  a  high  incidence  of  AIDS v  Baptist 
youths  in  Campinas  recently  broke  a  long-standing  record  for 
blood  bank  donations  —  and  100%  of  their  blood  was  uncont¬ 
aminated.  “We’ve  never  seen  anything  like  this  before,”  said  a 
stunned  blood  bank  worker.  Tom  Hearon,  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  youth  worker  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  said 
young  people  are  flocking  to  the  abstinence  program  because 
they  yearn  for  a  sense  of  morality  even  though  “the  extremely 
sensual  culture  militates  against  it  so  violently.  Without  True 
Love  Waits,’  I  don’t  feel  Brazilian  young  people  really  have  an 
option,  because  no  one  tells  them  their  body  is  their  own.” 
Hearon  said  he  hopes  one  day  Brazil  may  be  known  not  for 
sensuality  but  as  the  South  American  country  where  a  genera¬ 
tion  of  youth  dared  to  be  different. 


Holly  Springs  native  Bob  Dent,  a  former  Southern' Baptist 
missionary  journeyman  who  taught  Bible  classes  in  the  ^sh 
country  of  Liberia,  is  named  camp  manager  for  the  Luzan 
Baptist  Assembly  in  Cabcaban  Bataan.  Philippines-. 


William  G.  Tanner,  current  president  of  Oklahoma  Baptist 
University  and  former  pastor  of  First  Church.  Gulfport,  is 
elected  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board,  headquartered  in  Atlanta. 


Mississippi  Baptists  are  urged  to  join  the  effort  to  rebuild  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Fukuoka.  Japan,  destroyed  during  World  War 
II.  “If  we  fail  to  enter  the  open  doors  now,  it  will  be  far  more  dif¬ 
ficult  for  us  in  the  future.”  states  a  Baptist  Record  editorial. 
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Foreign  Mission  Board  presents  challenge  of  “Last  Frontier 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  His  arms  out¬ 
stretched,  Foreign  Mission  Board  (FMB) 
President  Jerry  Rankin  asked  the  hushed 
assembly:  “Who  will  go?  Whose  heart  is 
broken  over  the  needs  of  a  lost  world,  a  bro¬ 
ken  heart  that  will  compel  a  response  to 
God’s  call?” 

As  the  congregation  stood  and  sang 
“Wherever  He  Leads,  I’ll  Go,”  people  left 
their  seats  aiid  filtered  down  the  aisles  of 
the  cavernous  Louisiana  Superdome  the 
evening  of  June  12.  They  came  by  singly 
and  in  pairs,  couples  with  their  arms  around 
each  other,  a  man  with  his  aim  over  a  boy’s 
shoulder.  They  stood  and  talked  and  prayed 
with  missionaries  on  the  floor  of  the  arena. 
Others  remained  in  their  seats  and  quietly 
filled  out  commitment  cards  pulled  from 
their  programs. 


The  commitment  service  was  part  of  the 
annual  FMB  report  to  the  1996  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  which  met  June  11-13 
in  New  Orleans. 

When  the  decisions  were  tabulated,  more 
than  1,500  commitments  had  been  regis¬ 
tered:  476  for  some  type  of  overseas  mis¬ 
sions  service,  four  for  home  missions,  and 
959  pledging  to  support  missions  by  pray¬ 
ing,  giving,  or  encouraging  others. 

Ohrie  person  made  a  profession  of  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ;  94  renewed  their  commitments 
to  their  Lord. 

“We  had  105  people  express  interest  in 
career  service  overseas,”  said  Jim  Riddell, 
associate  director  of  the  FMB  personnel 
selection  department.  “That’s  the  largest 
number  of  career  commitments  at  an 
appointment  service  in  years.” 


Healing  hurts,  opening  doors 


Graph;  Falling  receipts  have  forced  missionaries  to  cut  back  ministries 

Human  needs  ministries  open  doors  for  the  gospel,  and  opportunities  are  on  the  rise. 
but  ministries  have  been  scaled  back  because  of  a  steady  decline  in  giving. 
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"nie  bo^  appointed  54  people  to  career  doned  children  in  a  refugee  camp  in  Goma. 
positions  in  almut  25  countries  during  an  Zaire,  Lee  said.  They  even  survived  two 
emotional  service  that  mixed  pageantry,  attempts  on  their  lives,  she  said,  “because 
music,  video,  drama  and  testimony.  A  you  were  praying.” 

parade  of  international  flags  —  a  tradition  The  appointment  service  capped  an 
of  the  appointment  services  —  included  a  evening  program  that  included  presentations 
somber  procession  of  gray  banners  repre-  by  the  Home  Mission  Board  and  the  Baptist 
seating  2,161  ethnic  people  groups  —  1.7  World  Alliance.  Zambian  Acapella,  a 
billion  people  —  that  have  never  heard  the  singing  ensemble  of  young  African  men 
good  news  of  salvation  through  Jesus  won  to  Christ  by  Southern  Baptist  mission- 
Christ.  aries,  performed  immediately  before  the 

Rwanda  missionary  Marlene  Lee  service, 
recalled  the  April  1994  genocide  that  left  In  his  formal  convention  report,  Rankin 
500,000  Rwandan  Tutsis  “chopped  up  and  said  the  FMB  has  appointed  more  than 
left  to  die  and  rot  like  garbage.”  12,000  missionaries  in  its  151-year  history. 

Southern  Baptist  prayers  sustained  her  Half  of  those  have  taken  the  field  since 
and  her  husband,  Stan,  as  they  were  forced  1976.  One-third  of  that  number  remain  in 
to  evacuate  and  then  worked  among  aban-  active  service  today. 
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Peace  impossible  without  surrender  to  Christ’s  sovereignty 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee;  Billie  Buckley,  Petal;  Charles 
Ounagin,  Summit;  Bill  Hardin,  Ripley;  David  Raddin,  Yazoo  City; 
Ernest  Sadler,  Pascagoula;  Debbie  Sills,  secretary. 


Editor’s  Notebook 
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We  are  daily  bombarded  by 
news  media  reports  of  wayward 
youths  committing  the  most 
heinous  crimes  and  indulging  in 
the  most  hedonistic  activities. ' 

The  national  statistics  stagger 
us.  The  local  stories  affect  us  on 
an  even  deeper  level. 

Three  teens  —  a  14-year-old 
among  them  —  were  arrested  last 
week  and  charged  with  capital 
murder  in  the  brutal  robbery/slay¬ 
ings  of  three  Native  American 
Choctaws  in  Neshoba  County. 

Authorities  suspect  gang  activity 
may  be  involved  in  the  quadruple 
murders  at  Tardy  Furniture  Store  in 
Winona  a  couple  of  weeks  ago. 

On  and  on  it  gojes  in  a  never- 
ending  stream  of  bad  news  con¬ 
cerning  young  people.  Is  there  any 
hope  for  this  generation? 

Where  have  the  gcxx!  kids  gone? 

At  least  532  of  them  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  more  than  9.0(X)  nation¬ 
wide  participated  this  summer  in 
the  World  Changers  program. 

They  gave  away  a  part  of  their 
summer  fun  time  to  help  the  less 
fortunate  in  Vicksburg  and  Natche7., 
paying  their  own  way  to  work  for 
free  under  the  scorching  Mississippi 
sun  on  behalf  of  the  needy. 


They  climbed  under  houses  to 
replace  rotten  porches.  They 
climbed  on  top  of  houses  to  replace 
worn  shingles.  They  nailed  new 
posts  and  siding  where  termites 
threatened  to  ruin  the  structure. 

They  didn’t  do  U  for  school 
course  credit.  They  didn’t  do  it  to 
be  nominated  for  some  award. 
They  didn't  do  it  to  attract  televi¬ 
sion  cameras. 

They  did  it  because  they  love 
Jesus.  They  did  it  because  Jesus 
told  them  to  do  it. 

They  did  it  because  it  was  an 
opportunity  to  be  a  witness  for 
Christ  in  run-down,  inner-city 
neighborhoods  whose  residents 
need  to  see  the  life-changing  nature 
of  the  gospel  at  work  in  people'.  •  ^ 

A  crew  of  Natchez  World 
Changers  was  assigned  a  home, 
and  the  elderly  resident  was 
delighted  to  see  them.  He  had 
applied  many  times  for  as.sistance 
to  make  his  house  more  livable. 

Some  time  later  that  day  they 
discovered  they  had  been  given 
the  wrong  address;  they  were  actu¬ 
ally  assigned  to  another  house.  ,No 
time  or  money  could  be  expended 
on  the  first  house. 

Rather  than  disappoint  the  old 


man  who  so  much  needed  their 
help,  those  young  people  took  up  a 
collection  of  their  own  spending 
money,  bought  the  building  sup¬ 
plies  themselves,  and  worked  on 
his  house  during  their  break  times 
from  the  second  house. 

• 

On  the  evening  of  July  27  and 
the  morning  of  July  28,  thousands 
and  thousands  of  Christian  young 
people  gathered  for  the  annual 
youth  services  in  the  Mississippi 
Coliseum  in  Jackson. 

They  sang  priases  to  their  Lord 
and  listened  intently  as  they  were 
called  to  a  closer  relationship  with 
the  Savior. 

Many  of  them  made  professions 
of  faith  or  rededicated  themselves 
to  a  Christian  lifestyle.  Some  of 
them  lead  their  friends  to  Christ. 

• 

Is  there  any  hope  for  this  gener¬ 
ation?  Yes,  without  a  doubt. 

Where  have  the  good  kids 
gone?  They’re  out  there  with  a 
heart  for  Jesus,  in  greater  numbers 
than  we  give  them  credit. 

.Remember  to  pray  for  these 
precious  young  people  as  they 
earnestly  seek  to  reflect  Christ  and 
lead  their  generation  to  salvation. 


Guest  Opinion... 


By  Tom  Strode 


“The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace" 
(Gal.  5:22). 

There  is  no  peace  without  surrender. 

'Siich  a  statement  naturally  prompts  a  ques¬ 
tion;  Who  wants  a  peace  which  is  the  result  of 
surrender? 

In  the  geopolitical  realm;  no  one.  In  the 
spiritual  realm,  every  Christian  should. 

In  Galatians,  the  apostle  Paul  wrote  to  a 
body  of  believers  who  apparently  were  plagued 
not  only  by  the  dangers  of  slipping  into  legal¬ 
ism  or  license  but  by  dissension  which  was 
threatening  the  existence  of  the  church. 

The  factions  disagreed  so  viciously  Paul 
wrote  words  which,  according  to  commenta-  ' 
tors,  normally  were  used  to  depict  the  fighting 
of  wild  animals;  “But  if  ye  bite  and  devour  one 
another,  take  heed  that  ye  be  not  consumed  one 
of  another’’  (Gal.  5;  15). 

What  did  Paul  recommend  as  a  solution? 
Try  harder?  Call  in  a  mediator?  Compromi.se 
the  truth?  Endure? 

No,  he  told  them  to  surrender  —  surrender 
to  the  Lord  Jesus  by  living  under  the  control  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  If  they  would  live  under  the 
Spirit’s  control,  they  would  not  fulfill  the 
desires  of  the  sinful  nature  (Gal.  5:16). 

The  “acts  of  the  sinful  nature”  include  not  only 
immorality  and  occultic  practices,  Paul  wrote,  but 
traits  .coDflicting  wi^  peace  —  “hatred,  discord, 
jealousy,  fits  of  rage,  selfish  ambition,  dissen¬ 
sions.  factions”  (Gal.  5;  19-20,  NIV). 


As  one  commentator  has  said,  while  the 
“flesh,”  or  sinful  nature,  produces  works  or 
acts,  the  Holy  Spirit  produces  fruit  —  the  fruit 
of  love,  joy  and,  yes,  peace. 

As  in  the  natural  realm,  this  fruit  is  the  by¬ 
product  of  being  consistently  connected  to  a 
healthy  vine. 

No  person  can  manifest  the  fruit  of  the  Spir¬ 
it  unless  he  or  she  first  belongs  to  Jesus  Christ 
.(Gal,  5:24). 

Then,  he  or  she  must  constantly  abide  in 
him  by  living  under  the  direction  of  the  Spirit 
(Gal.  5:25). 

Then,  and  bnly  then,  will  the  Spirit  pro¬ 
duce  lasting  fruit-and  real  peace  —  in  a  per¬ 
son’s  life. 

The  person  whose  life  manifests  this  kind  of 
fruit  is  capable  of  being  at  peace  with  others. 

He  or  she  is  able  to  intercede  for  others 
who  need  this  peace.  He  or  she  is  empowered 
and  equipped  to  share  the  Prince  of  Peace 
with  others. 

If  you  have  not  done  so,  surrender  now  and 
constantly  hereafter  —  and  receive  not  only  a 
peace  you  can  live  with  but  become  an  instru¬ 
ment  of  peace  in  your  family,  your  church, 
your  workplace,  your  neighborhood,  your  com¬ 
munity  and  your  world. 

Strode  is  director  of  media  and  news 
information  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Christ¬ 
ian  Life  Commission,  Washington,  D.C. 


Where  have  the  good  kids  gone? 


Mississippistns  Swarm  1996  Olympics  with  gospel  message 

Dai  U  DA^Irinc  Yi* 


More  than  800  Mississippi 
Baptist  volunteers  will  be  spread¬ 
ing  the  good  news  at  a  variety  of 
major  venues  during  the  1996 
Olympic  Games,  report  local 
leaders  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board’s  AUanta 
International  Ministries -(AfM): 
Olympic  evangelism  effort.- ' 

Jan  Cossitt,  statewide  AfM 
organizer  and  coit^lts^t  for  the 
Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (WMU),  said  the  Mfssis- ■ 
sippians  are  armed ' with  inore 
than  23,000  hospitaj^y  6^ags 
packed  by  Baptist  church  groups 
across  the  state. 

The  bags  contain  a  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  Olympic  pamphlet 
with  a  gospel  message,  other 
evangelistic  literature,  and  help¬ 
ful  personal  items  such  as  lip 
balm  and  snack  food. 

“So  'many  people  have 
expressed  the  thought  that  since 


they  can’t  go  to  the  Olympics, 
the  hospitality  bags  have  given 
them  a  way  to  participate  in  the 
evangelism  effort,”  Cossitt  said. 

Marjorie  Ros,  secretary  at  Cal¬ 
vary  Church,  Pascagoula,  said 
the^P^hurch  h'ad  a ‘Wonderful 
•response”  to  ttie  Olympic  bag 
campaign.  . 

“We  involv^- Ihi?. entire  con¬ 
gregation.  -The  ehiWren  enjp^d 
bringing  in  the  things  needi^  nad 
the  sehior  adults  seemed  to  .lake 
to  donate  cash.  _  ,.’.1 

“Our  Mission  Friends  .helped 
stuff  the  bags  alongside  dor 
adults.  When  we  had  completed 
our  bags  and  mailed  them,  we 
were  left  with  $99.24  which  had 
been  designated  for  the  Olympic 
bags,”  Ros  said. 

The  church  delivered  to  WMU 
the  completed  bags  and  extra 
money,  with  instructions  to  uti¬ 
lize  the  cash  as  needed  for  the 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

AIM  Olympic  effort,  she  added. 

Mary  Loper,  WMU  director  at 
Bethlehem  Church,  Laurel,  was 
appreciative  of  the  opportunity  to 
participate  in  Olympic  missions. 

“Our  ladies  had  fun  filling 
the  bags.  We...  filled  100  bags,” 


Sheree  Tynes  (left),  membef  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  checks  out 
Olympic  hospitality  bags  July  25  with  Sidney  Pitts  (center)  and  wife  Mar¬ 
garet,  members  of  First  Church,  Terry,  at  the  Athens,  Ga.  venue  for 
Olympic  competition  in  rhythmic  gymnastics.  Tynes  and  the  Pitts  are 
among  hundreds  of  Mississippi  Baptist  volunteers  spreadingthe  gospel  at 
the  centennial  observance  of  the  modern  Olympic  Games. The  Pitts  also 
serve  as  Mississippi  coordinators  for  the  Volunteers  in  Missions  program. 
(Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


/  Historian  May 
w  in  Nashville 

— Lynn  E  Miy  Jr.,  retired  executive  direc^ 
H^orical  Ctnnoasssion  and  former  Mississip* 
c<«tpi»uy^  due  to  Parkinstm’s  dis«w 

for  Friday.  July  26,  at  Ciievewood 
CenMteiy,  Na^^ 

PPl^P^HDOinmissmo  for.almost  40  j^ears,  23  of  wbkft 

P^Bfsii^ieinent  in  t995,  die  commission  suff  bad 
iMBiid  two  part-tii&e  staff  menri>or8  —  the-tergMS 
—  wM)  a  Cooperative  ftogram  aDoi^ 

May  held  down  all  staff  salaries  and  benefits, 
jwn,  ad  that  more  funds  would  be  availdt>le  for  meeting 
KSponsdalities  to  Southern  Bajxists. 
f  graduate  of  Louisiana  College,  New  Orleans  Semi- 
Icfhttt^Uiliversi^.  He  sMved  as  pastcn:  in  Mississi|^i  at 
lB«i^HmdehniTd,ftxnn  1952-5^^  .  .  .  ^ 
ved  by  ftis  wife,  the  fwmer  Alta  Virginia  Green,  and 
k  Virginia  wid  Linda  Diane  (Mrs.  Donald 


May  m 

nary,  andi 
Spr^Hl 
Hetsa 
two  daw^ 
Skelton). 


Loper  reported. 

Mississippi  Baptists  are  work¬ 
ing  at  the  following  Olympic 
venues  during  the  games: 

•  Downtown  AUanta,  as  nurs¬ 
es  in  medical  assistance  loca¬ 
tions. 
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•  Athens,  Ga.,  site  of  competi¬ 
tion  in  rhythmic  gynmastics,  vol¬ 
leyball,  and  soccer. 

•  Columbus,  Ga.,  site  of  soft- 
ball  competition. 

•  Benton,  Tenn.,  site  of 
kayaking  and  other  water  sports. 
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Dual  services  for  Youth  Night 
yield  over  11,500  attendance 


Initial  feedback  from  the  first 
twin-service  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Night  on  July  26-27  has 
been  uniformly  positive,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  chairman  of  the  plan¬ 
ning  committee  that  conceived  the 
new  format. 

Matt  Buckles,  consultant  for 
church  administration  in  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board’s  (MBCB)  Church  Admin¬ 
istration/Pastoral  Ministries 
Department,  said  the  Friday 
night/Saturday  morning  format  at 
Mississippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson 
was  a  hit  with  the  estimated 
1 1 .500  people  who  attended  both 
services. 

"The  groups  who  came  on  Sat¬ 
urday  morning  really  thought  it 
was  a  good  thing,  because  they 
said  it  allowed  them  to  make  a 
day  trip  without  the  expense  and 
logistics  of  an  overnight  stay  in 
Jackson,”  he  reported. 

Both  services  sported  an  iden¬ 
tical  agenda.  Friday  night  was  the 
most  popular  service,  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  8.000  people  in  attendance. 
Approximately  3,500  people 
attended  the  Saturday  morning 
service. 

“Obviously,  not  all  the  people 
who  came  to  the  two  services 
would  fit  in  the  'coliseum  for  one 
service.  We  are  well-pleased  with 
the  new  format,  and  we  will 
encourage  even  more  churches  to 
take  advantage  of  the  Saturday 
morning  service  in  1997,”  Buck¬ 
les  said. 

Youth  Night  was  returned  to 
the  coliseum  this  year  after  a 
violent  thunderstorm  washed  out 
the  1995  edition  at  open-air  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Memorial  Stadium  in 
Jackson. 

The  annual  event  traditionally 
has  been  held  at  the  coliseum,  but 
aftendance  outgrew  the  9,000-seat 
facility  and  the  decision  was  made 
several  years  ago  to  move  to  the 
stadium. 

More  than  20,000  people 
flocked  to  the  stadium  for  Youth 
Night  1994.  but  thousands  of 
youths  and  their  leaders  were 
forced  to  huddle  underneath  the 
stadium  stands  in  1995  as  a  dan- 


By  WiUiam  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

gerous,  lightning-laden  storm 
hovered  over  Jackson  and  forced 
cancellation. 

That  incident  prompted  plan¬ 
ners  to  return  to  the  coliseum  and 
initiate  the  twin-service  format, 
which  Buckles  said  resulted  in  a 
“tremendous”  offering  of  nearly 
$8  900 

However,  Youth  Night  1996 
had  a  couple  of  unsettling  flash¬ 
backs  to  1995,  Buckles  noted. 

The  roof  of  the  coliseum  is 
being  renovated,  and  a  downpour 
Friday  night  made  its  way  through 
the  half-completed  roof  and  onto 
the  stage,  he  said. 

If  that  wasn’t  enough,  the  air 
conditioning  system  in  the  coli¬ 
seum  malfunctioned  before  the 
Saturday  morning  service.  Buck¬ 
les  said,  and  an  electrical  prob¬ 
lem  at  the  adjacent  fairgrounds 
complex  plunged  the  coliseum 
into  darkness. 

“The  show  went  on.  After 
being  rained  out  in  ’95,  nothing 


was  a  problem,”  Buckles  said. 

Members  of  the  1996  Youth 
Night  committee  included: 

—  Steve  Wilson,  pastor  of 
Meadow  Grove  Church,  Brandon. 

—  Jim  Lott,  minister  of  music 
at  First  Church,  Pearl. 

—  Gary  Maze,  pastor  of  Hori¬ 
zon  Church,  Jackson. 

—  David  Bryant,  minister  of 
youth  at  First  Church,  Yazoo 
City. 

—  Gary  Phillips,  minister  of 
youth  at  First  Church,  Quitman. 

—  Rick  Patrick,  minister  of 
music  and  youth  at  Shady  Grove 
Church,  Lucedale. 

—  Larry  Salter,  adult  Sunday 
School  consultant  in  the  MBCB 
Sunday  School  Department. 

""  —  Susan  Clark,  youth  music 
consultant  in  the  MBCB  Church 
Music  Department. 

Youth  Night  1997  is  slated  for 
7  p.m.  on  Friday,  July  25,  and  10 
a.m.  on  Saturday,  July  26,  at  the 
Mississippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson. 


Kindred  Heart,  a  contemporary  Christian  music  group  from  Horizon 
Church  Jackson,  performs  at  the  1996  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Night 
July  26-27  at  the  Mississippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson.  A  new  twin-services 
format,  designed  to  alleviate  crowd  overflow  problems  encountered  in 
previous  years,  was  well-received,  according  to  event  organizers.  For 
additional  photos,  please  turn  to  page  5.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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Descriptions  of  Disney  World 
"Gay  Day”  behavior  recalled 


Curriculum  writers  meet  v 

Woman’s  Missionary  Union  (WMU)  hosted  79  individuals  from  across  *^^7  males  because  of  i 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  during  its  1996  Writers  Conference.  The  '' 

annual  event,  held  May  1-4  at  WMU’s  national  headquarters  in  Birming-  coming  in  as  she  and 

ham,  Ala.,  provided  training  for  WMU’s  curriculum  writers  for  1997-98.  daughter  exited  the  rest  room. 
Missrtssippi  writers  include  (from  left);  seated,  Elizabeth  McGraw,  Outside,  many  other  men  \ 
Woodville;  Barbara  Wilkinson,  Brandon;  standing,  Edna  Ellison,  Jackson;  wearing  skirts,  skin-tight  tight: 
Tammie  Worsham,  Winona;  and  Jane  Allison,  Hattiesburg.  (WMU  photo  rnuscle  shirts  with  long  fmgen 
by  Dan  Bryan)  it'id  l«ng  hair,  while  the  maj( 

U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
okays  Defense  of  Marriage  Act 


ORLANDO.  Fla.  (BP)  —  After 
15  visits  to  Walt  Disney  World. 
Kim  Jones  won't  be  returning.  The 
Sarasota,  Fla.,  woman  plans  to 
boycott  the  Magic  Kingdom  after 
her  experience  at  this  year's  "Ga\ 
and  Lesbian  Day"  June  1. 

Not  only  did  many  lesbians 
make  suggestive  remarks  to  her 
and  her  mature-looking,  10-year- 
old  niece,  homosexual  men  were 
whistling  at  her  fiance  and  yelling 
crude  remarks  at  him.  said  Jones, 
who  attends  Bay  Haven  Church  in 
Sarasota. 

“It's  disgraceful."  she  said. 

Jones  said  the  most  embarrass¬ 
ing  incident  was  taking  one  of  her 
two  daughters  into  a  rest  room  and 
seeing  two  men  dressed  in  skirts 
entering  the  stalls.  It  was  obvious 
they  were  males  because  of  their 
hairy  legs,  she  said,  and  two  more 
were  coming  in  as  she  and  her 
daughter  exited  the  rest  room. 

Outside,  many  other  men  were 
wearing  skirts,  skin-tight  tights,  or 
muscle  shirts  with  long  fingernails 
and  long  hair,  while  the  majority 


WA.SHINCiTON  (BP)  —  The 
House  of  Representatives  voted 
overwhelmingly  July  12  to  approve 
lcgislatit)n  designed  to  enable  states 
to  refuse  rec\)gnition  of  homosexu¬ 
al  marriages. 

The  Defense  of  Marriage  Act, 
H.R.  .13%,  cleared  the  Ht)use  by  a 
.342-67  margin  which  did  not  rellect 
(he  fervent  debate  on  (he  iLxir. 

The  legislation  has  been  on  a 
fast  track  since  it  was  introduced  in 
IxHh  the  House  and  Senate  in  early 
May  in  rcs-pnnse  to  an  expected 
Hawaii  court  ruling  which  threat¬ 
ens  to  legali/.e  homosexual  mar¬ 
riage  in  a  sweeping  way.  In  a  ca.se 
.scheduled  to  go  to  trial  later  this 
summer,  it  is  expected  a  Hawaii 
court  will  declare  homo.sexual  mar¬ 
riage  constitutional. 

If  such  a  union  made  in  Hawaii 
is  legal,  it  likely  would  be  consid¬ 
ered  legal  in  all  other  states  under 
the  full  faith  and  credit  clause  of  the 
U.S.  Constitution,  unless  a  state  is 
able  to  show  it  has  a  compelling 
policy  opposing  such  unions. 
Eleven  stales  have  enacted  legisla¬ 
tion  banning  homosexual  marriages. 

The  bill  says  no  state  shall  be 
required  to  recognize  a  homosexual 
marriage  fixvm  another  state.  It  also 
amends  federal  law  to  define  mar¬ 
riage  as  “only  a  legal  union 
between  one  man  and  one  woman 
as  husband  and  wife"  and  to  define 
a  spou.se  as  “a  person  of  (oppo¬ 
site  sex  who  is  a  husband  or  a 
wife." 

Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life 
Commission  (CLC)  consultant  Ben 
Mitchell  said,  "The  lopsidedness  of 
the  vote  shows  two  things:  F'irst, 
that  the  American  people  are  not 
willing  to  a'definc  the  institution  of 
marriage  on  the  whim  of  a  radical 


By  Tom  Strode 

segment  of  our  society,  second, 
that  Americans  are  tired  of  having 
the  homosexual  agenda  shoved  in 
their  faces. 

“The  tactics  of  the  homosexual 
lobby  are  as  old  as  humanity.  The 
way  we  sinners  often  deal  with  sin 
is  to  redefine  it.  We  try  to  make  it 
palatable  and  rationalize  it  away. 
Thankfully,  the  House  has  shown 
that  it  is  not  w  illing  to  do  so,”  said 
Mitchell,  the  CLC’s  consultant  on 
biomedial  and  life  issues. 

While  opponents  of  the  legisla¬ 
tion  charged  it  is  politically  moti¬ 
vated  and  mean-spirited  toward 
homosexuals,  supporters  said  it  is  a 
timely  response  to  an  attempt  to 
legalize  same-sex  marriage  through 
the  decision  of  one  state.  Defenders 
of  the  bill  also  .said  it  reflects  the 
traditional  view  of  marriage  and 
doCvS  not  prevent  a  state  from  grant¬ 
ing  legal  status  to  homosexual  mar¬ 
riages  performed  in  other  states. 
The  bill  only  says  states  are  not 
required  to  recognize  such  mar¬ 
riage  by  the  full  faith  and  credit 
clau.se,  they  .said.  _ 

“This  is  fin  from  a  trivial  politi¬ 
cal  issue,"  said  Rep.  Charles 
Canady.  R.-Fla.,  in  floor  debate. 
“Families  are  not  merely  constructs 
of  outdated  convention,  and  tradi¬ 
tional  marriage  laws  were  not 
based  on  animosity  toward  homo¬ 
sexuals. 

“Our  law  should  nirt  treat  homo¬ 
sexual  relationships  as  the  moral 
equivalent  of  the  heterosexual  real- 
tionships  on  which  the  family  is 
based,"  Canady  said. 

Rep.  Gerry  Studds,  D.-Mass., 
one  of  three  openly  homosexual 
members  of  the  House,  called  the 
homosexual  rights  movement  the 
“final  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 


civil  rights  of  this  country....  (W)e 
can  embrace  that  change  and  wel¬ 
come  it.  or  we  can  resist  it.  but 
there  is  nothing  on  GexI’s  earth  that 
we  can  do  to  stop  it." 

After  the  vote,  the  White  House 
reaffirmed  President  Clinton  would 
sign  the  legislation  as  passed  by  the 
House. 

The  Senate  is  expected  to  con¬ 
sider  the  legislation  before  the 
clo.se  of  the  session.  The  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee  held  a  hearing 
July  1 1  on  the  Senate  version,  S. 
1740.  Sen.  Edward  Kennedy,  D.- 
Ma.ss.,  led  the  opposition  to  the  bill 
during  the  hearing.  It  is  anticipated 
Kennedy  will  attempt  to  attach  a 
homosexual  rights  amendment,  the 
Employment  Non-discrimination 
Act.  to  the  bill.  ^ 

Rep.  Bob  Barr,  R.-Ga.,  and  Sen. 
Don  Nickles.  R.-Okla.,  introduced 
the  Defense  of  Marriage  Act  in 
their  respective  chambers. 

Strode  writes  for  the  CLC. 


of  the  "Gay  Day"  participants 
wore  red  T-shirts  —  the  "uniform" 
for  homosexuals,  Jones  said.-^ 

She  also  was  offended  by  obvi¬ 
ous  cocaine  snorting  by  homosex¬ 
uals  in  from  of  and  behind  them  as 
they  waited  in  ride  lines,  Jones 
said.  After  .several  hours  they  had 
s£;en  enough. 

"We  didn't  complain,  we  just 
left."  she  said. 

Jones  isn’t  alone  in  her  disgust. 
Ray  Henry,  pastor  of  Belvedere 
Church  in  West  Palm  Beach,  said 
a  couple  from  his  church  meets 
out-of-state  relatives  for  a  three- 
day  family  reunion  at  Disney 
World  yearly,  but  they  left  early 
this  year  because  of  “Gay  Day.” 

TTiis  happened  before  the  fami¬ 
ly  was  even  aware  that  Southern 
Baptists  were  going  to  consider  a 
boycott,  he  .said,  referring  to  a  res¬ 
olution  adopted  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  in  June 
threatening  a  boycott  if  the  Walt 
Disney  Company  continues  in  an 
anti-  family  direction. 

“Once  people  stumble  upon 
these  things,  you're  going  to  have 


upset  there  were  no  signs  warning 
them  of  "Gay  Day.”  She  said  she  " 
felt  her  civil  rights  were  violated 
by  having  to  see  some  of  the 
things  they  did  and  not  having  a 
choice  to  return  another  day. 

"The  displays  of  affection  and 
some  of  the  things  we  witnessed 
were  appalling  to  us,”  McCoury 
wrote.  "There  were  other  people 
who  had  children  and  some  of  the 
comments  we  heard  were  very 
upsetting.  People  were  very  dis¬ 
gusted  tijar  their  children  had  to  be 
subjected  to  .such  behavior.” 

Not  all  visitors  were  upset  by 
“Gay  Day,”  however.  Houston 
Chronicle  reporter  Melissa 
Fletcher  Stoeltje,  whose  husband 
is  an  Episcopalian  youth  minister, 
said  the  homosexuals  she  observed 
didn’t  behave  like  perverts  or 
monsters. 

"They  behaved  pretty  much 
like  human  beings,”  Stoeltje  wrote 
in  the  Chronicle  June  14.  “If  you 
can  call  spending  hundreds  of  dol¬ 
lars  to  walk  around  a  hot  theme 
park  all  day  normal.” 

While  the  occasional  man  in 


an  automatic  boycott,”  Henry  sai<JL___Mickey  Mouse  ears.or  a  Fairy 


“They’re  not  going  to  let  thejr  kids 
stand  in  line  with  gays  flaunting 
their  homosexuality.  They're 
going  to  leave  without  any  SBC 
resolution.” 

Henry  said  others'  distasteful 
experiences  likewise  have  been 
the  subject  of  much  discussion  and 
have  prompted  a  dilemma  at 
Belvedere  Church.  The  que.stion  i.s 
whether  jlo -support  the  upcoming 
“Night  of  Joy"  Christian  music 
festival,  he  said,  or  boycott  it  and 
hurt  the  artists. 

“What  (Disney)  is  doing  now  is 
offending  people,”  Henry  said. 
“They're  having  the.se  days  and 
people  are  leaving.  They  can  jump 
on  Southern  Baptists,  but  we  may 
be  helping  them  out  —  they  may 
need  to  adjust  what  they’re 
doing.” 

The  outrage  extended  beyond 
Rorida's  borders,  too.  Four  weeks 
after  “Gay  Day.”  a  Pennsylvania 
woman  wrote  to  Disney  officials 
to  complain,  sending  a  copy  of  her 
letter  to  the  SBC  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee. 

•Joyce  McCoury  of  Spring 
Grove,  Pa.,  said  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  Richard  had  long  awaited  a 
visit  to  Disney  World  and  were 


Priiice.ss  hat  didn’t  disturb  her  8- 
year-old  son.  Stoeltje  wrote,  adults 
were  a  different  matter. 

"You  could  tell  from  the  grim 
expressions  on  the  faces  of  some 
couples  pushing  strollers  and  tow¬ 
ing  kids  that  they  were  none  too 
thrilled  to  have  Gay  Day  plopped, 
without  warning,  in  the  midst  of 
their  costly  vacations.  Yoircould 
see  that  the  straight  world  cleaily 
didn't  like  being  outnumbered  for 
once.” 

Stoeltje  acknowledged,  “It 
didn’t  help  that  the  back  of  the 
official  Gay  and  Lesbian  Day  T- 
shirt  bore  the  motto,  ‘A  Day  of 
Magic/A  Night  of  Pleasure’  —  a 
rather  randy  sentiment  for  people 
out  to  prove  they’re  not  ‘per¬ 
verts.’” 

Stoeltje  concluded  her  column, 
”...  Gay  Day  is  a  great  idea  —  if  it 
helps  us  view  each  other  as  what 
we  truly  are,  fellow  ticketholders 
in  the  big  theme  park  of  life.” 

However,  a  number  of  Orlando 
residents  don’t  share  Stoeltje’s 
enthusiasm  for  “Gay  Day,”  which 
may  be  expanded  next  year.  It’s 
being  publicized  on  the  copyright¬ 
ed  “Gay  Day”  home  page  on  the 
Internet  for  June  5-9,  1997. 


Georgia  Baptists  offered  new  witness  journal 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  An  additional  avenue  of  media 
witness  has  been  launched  by  The  Christian  Index, 
newsjoumal  of  the  Georgia  Baptist  Convention. 

The  first  issue  of  The  E  Street  Journal  is  making 
its  debut  in  conjunction  with  the  1996  Olympics  in 
Atlanta. 

The  E  Street  Journal,  to  be  published  quarterly 
in  a  magazine  format,  will  have  a  different  thrust  than 
The  Christian  Index,  which  is  a  weekly  newspaper, 
managing  editor  Johnny  Pierce  said. 

The  Christian  Index  —  in  its  175th  year  —  will 
continue  to  provide  news  and  features  of  interest  to 
Georgia  Baptists.  The  E  Street  Journal,  meanwhile, 
according  to  its  mission  statement,  “is  an  eclectic, 
faith-affirming  feature  magazine  which  utilizes 
Christian  writers  and  artists  to  educate,  entertain,  and 
enrich  a  diverse  readership  and  provide  a  positive 
image  of  the  Christian  faith  and  lifestyle." 


n^The  E  Street  Journal  will  reflect  elements  from 
various  popular  magazines,  like  Southern  Living’s 
travel  features  and  Guideposts’  personality  profiles, 
all  with  a  family  friendly  approach.  Pierce  said. 

The  E  Street  Journal  will  .seek  to  appeal  “to  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  not  neces.sarily  Baptists  or  even  Chris¬ 
tians,  Pierce  said,  and  it  can  be  a  witness  tool  in  a 
range  of  everyday  settings,  such  as  local  businesses, 
hotel  lobbies,  doctor’ s-office  waiting  rooms,  and  auto 
repair  shops.  Pierce  also  intends  for  the  journal  to 
make  its  way  to  local  newsstands. 

Th^  E  Street  Journal  will  seek  to  offer  churches 
'a  quality  outreach  piece.”  Pierce  noted. 

The  journal  is  named  after  E  Street  in  Washington, 
where  the  mother  newspaper  was  founded  by  Luther 
Rice  175  years  ago  as  The  Columbian  Star.  It  was 
renamed  The  Christian  Index  and  moved  to  Georgia 
m  1833. 


Federal  gambling  study  gets 
$5 'mil  OR  from  U.S.  House 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A  bill 
establishing  a  panel  to  study  the 
effects  of  gambling  on  American 
society  is  just  a  presidential  signa¬ 
ture  away  from  becoming  law  — 
only  a  few  months  after  appearing 
it  might  die  in  Congress. 

The  House  of  Representatives 
approved  by  voice  vote  without 
opposition  the  National  Gambling 
Impact  Study  Commission  Act. 
The  House’s  July  22  action  fol¬ 
lowed  by  only  five  days  the  Sen¬ 
ate’s  approval  of  the  same  legisla¬ 
tion. 

The  House  had  passed  a  slightly 
different  version  in  March  but 
chose  to  okay  the  Senate’s  version 
rather  than  allow  the  different  ver¬ 
sions  to  go  to  potentially  drawn-out 


negotiations  in  a  House-Senate 
conference  committee. 

President  Clinton  has  expressed 
support  for  the  legislation. 

The  bill  provides  for  a  nine- 
member  commission  to  study  the 
social  and  economic  effects  of 
gambling  on  government,  commu¬ 
nities,  families,  businesses,  and 
individuals. 

The  commission  would  be 
appointed  within  60  days  after  the 
enactment  of  the  legislation  and 
would  make  its  report  no  more  than 
two  years  after  its  first  meeting. 

The  panel-  would  have  three 
members  appointed  by  the  presi¬ 
dent,  three  by  the  Senate  majority 
leader,  and  three  by  the  speaker  of 
the  House.  TTie  cost  of  the  commis¬ 


Headlining  Youth  Night  ’96 


Pop  Christian  recording  artist  Clay  Crosse  (above)  of  Nashville  pe 
1996  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Night  July  26-27 


sion  would  be.  about  $5  million, 
according  to  a  Congressional  Bud¬ 
get  Office  study. 

The  House  action  “i%  a  victory 
for  communities  and  families 
across  America,”  said  Rep.  Frank 
Wolf,  R.-Va.,  chief  House  sponsor. 
The  commission  “will  provide  gov¬ 
ernors  and  mayors,  citizens,  and 
neighbors  with  objective  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  effects  of  gambling 
so  that  they  are  better  prepared 
when  making  their  decisions  about 
the  industry.” 

The  last  national  study  of  gamb¬ 
ling  came  in  1976,  when  only  , 
Nevada  and  New  Jersey  had  legal¬ 
ized  gambling.  Wolf  said  in  a  pre¬ 
pared  statement.  But  now  only  a 
few  states  have  no  form  of  legal . 
gambling. 

The  original  House  version  of 
the  legislation  granted  the  commis¬ 
sion  power  to  subpoena  individuals 
as  well  as  documents.  The  final 
version  approved  by  both  chambers 
allows  subpoena  power  only  for 
documents,  unless  a  person  is  need¬ 
ed  to  provide  an  explanation,  and  it  - 
includes  disclosure  restrictions  to 
protect  privacy  which  the  original 
House  version  did  not. 

After  the  House  passed  its  ver¬ 
sion  in  March,  the  legislation  hit  a 
snag  in  the  Senate.  Sen.  Richard 
Bryan,  D.-Nev.,  put  a  hold  on  the 
bill,  a  tactic  a  senator  can  use  to 
block  action. 

A  Senate  committee  nearly  seri¬ 
ously  weakened  the  commission’s 
power  before  withdrawing  a 
revised  version  just  prior  to  a . 
planned  vote.  In  addition,  while 
speaking  at  an  April  fund-raiser  at 
a  Las  Vegas  casino.  House  Speaker 
Newt  Gingrich,  R.-Ga.,  said  the 
pianel’s  subpoena  power  should  be 
removed. 

The  dynamic  changed  this  sum¬ 
mer,  however.  Sen.  Trent  Lott, 
R.-Miss.,  replaced  Republican 
presidenti^  ciididate  Bob  Dole  as 
majority  leader  and  chose  to  sup¬ 
port  the  legislation. 


Nashville  per- 

forms'one  of-his  hits  at  Mississippi  Baptist  . ^  ^ 
at  Mississippi  Coliseum  in  Jackson.  Barry  St.  Clair  (below)  of  Reach  Out 

Ministries  in  Atlanta  was  the  featured  speaker  for  Youth  Night.  Organizers  ,  xxi 

said  that  the  return  to  the  coliseum  after  a  number  of  years  at  Mississippi  -i  q  I  l-l  t  o 

Memorial  Stadium  across  town  was  a  success.  For  a  report  on  Youth  v.'v/AWiiiCAi 
Night  ’96,  please  turn  to  page  3.  (Photos  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


INSIGHT  —  The  striking  photo  story  Don  Rutledge  and  writer  Phyllis 
Thompson  did  for  Home  Mission  Board  publications  aboutthe  BaHey  King 
family  in  Mississippi  moved  many  Southern  Baptists  to  a  deeper  under¬ 
standing  of  the  causes  and  effects  of  poverty  and  hunger  King  —  in  bed 
while  his  wife  Luvenia  sets  the  table  for  breakfast  —  formed  a  real  bond 
with  photojournalist  Rutledge,  now  65.  King’s  reflections  on  life  as  an 
uneducated  sharecropper  trying  to  feed  13  children  touched  and  moved 
Rutledge,  who  filled  seven  notebooks  with  King’s  observations.  “My 
words  won’t  never  be  heard  because  I’m  a  poor  man,”  King  told  the  pho¬ 
tographer.  But  his  words  and  Rutledge’s  pictures  spoke  to  thousands. 
Rutledge  retires  Aug.  1  after  30  years  of  Southern  Baptist  service,  the  last 
16  with  the  ForeignJl/Iission  Board.  (BP  phot^y  Don  RutledgeJ  - 

RU  486  nears  FDA 
approval;  patients 
face  tough  decisions 


plans  special 
summer  event 

Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jack- 
son,  has  set  aside  Monday  nights 
in  August  for  its  “Summer  Spec¬ 
tacular.”  Each  Monday  evening  at 
7  p.m.,  the  church  will  host  a  guest 
to  lead  in  worship  services. 

On  Aug.  5,  Bobby  Welch,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Daytona 
Beach,  Fla.,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  Evangelist  Kelly  Green 
will  .speak  Aug.  12. 

Guest  singer  for  the  series  is 
Charles  Billingsley,  who  will  also 
perform  in  concert  on  Aug.  19. 

Joe  Ratliff,  pastor  of  Brent¬ 
wood  Church  in  Houston,  Texas, 
will  be  the  speaker  for  the  Aug.  26 
service. 

Admission  to  the  “Summer 
Spectacular"  events  is  free  and 
open  to  the  public.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Mark  Bricker  at 
(601)956-5000. 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  As  the 
RU  486  abortion  technique  nears 
final  approval  for  use  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  Southern  Baptists  and  others 
may  face  some  decisions  about 
their  medical  care. 

“It  is  time  for  patients  to  ask 
their  doctors  if  they  will  use  RU 
486,”  said  Ben  Mitchell,  consultant 
on  biomedical  and  life  issues  for 
the  Christian  Life  Commission.  “If 
they  say  ‘yes,’  then  it  is  time  for  us 
to  make  some  choices  of  our  own. 
We  ought  to  change  physicians.  If  a 
physician  will  chemically  target 
unborn  babies  for  death,  who 
knows  what  else  they  will  do? 
They  are  not  tfie  kind  of  doctor  you 
want.” 

The  Population  Council,  which 
holds  the  United  States  patent  to  a 
drug  developed  by  a  French  com¬ 
pany,  recently  cleared  a  major  hur¬ 
dle  to  approval  by  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration.  After  a  day¬ 
long  hearing,  an  FDA  advisory 
committee  endorsed  RU  486  in  a  ^ 
0  vote,  with  two  abstentions. 

There  appears  little  doubt  the 
FDA  will  give  final  approval,  pos¬ 
sibly  by  year’s  end.  The  agency 
rarely  overturns  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  its  advisory  committees. 

Pro-lifers  and  pro-choicers  seem 
to  agree  RU  486  may  increase 
markedly  the  number  of  abortions 
in  the  country  beyond  the  current 
1 .5  million  a  year  and  could  thwart 
anti-abortion  demonstrations  tar¬ 
geting  clinics  and  doctors. 

Not  only  will  RU  486  kill 
unborn  children,  but  pro-lifers  fear 
it  will  endanger  women’s  health. 

“We  are  talking  about  a  molotov 
cocktail  abortion,  not  an  evening 


sherry,”  said  Helen  Donovan,  a 
northern  Virginia  lawyer  who  rep¬ 
resents  women  injured  by  surgical 
abortion. 

RU  486.  also  known  as  mifepri¬ 
stone,  is  used  with  a  prostaglandin, 
misoprostol,  to  induce  abortion  in 
women  in  the  early  weeks  of  preg¬ 
nancy.  RU  486  causes  the  lining  of 
the  uterus  to  release  the  baby,  who 
usually  suffocates  or  starves  to 
death.  Misoprostol  causes  the 
uterus  to  contract,  expelling  the 
child’s  body.  ^ 

The  procedure  requires  at  least 
three  visits  to  a  clinic.  On  the  first 
visit,  the  woman  takes  three  tablets 
of  RU  486,  then  returns  two  days 
later  for  two  tablets  of  misoprostol. 
After  a  four-hour  stay  at  the  clinic 
on  this  second  visit,  about  70%  of 
women  have  an  abortion,  according 
to  the  council.  The  remainder  of 
women  will  abort  after  they  leave 
the  clinic.  Two  weeks  after  the  first 
visit,  the  woman  returns  to  make 
sure  the  abortion  is  complete.  If  it 
is  incomplete,  a  surgical  abortion  is 
done. 

Correction 


A, cutline  published  in  the  July 
25  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record 
(“Names  in  the  News,”  page  9) 
incorrectly  identified  the  subjects 
of  the  photo.  It  should  have  read: 
“Kevin  Clifton  Jr.  (left)  was 
ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry  at 
Michael  Memorial  Church,  Gulf¬ 
port,  on  April  14....  Craig  Conner 
(right)  is  pastor  of  Michael  Memo¬ 
rial  Church.” 


/ 


What  has  happened? 

Editor: 

I  have  fond  memories  of  going 
to  Baptist  church  services  wi^  my 
parents,  some  50  years  ago.  The 
minute  we  entered  the  church, 
mum  was  the  word,  worship  had 
started.  The  congregation  singing 
one  or  two  hymns  usually  began 
the  service,  then  one  or  two  quiet 
worshipful  hymns  by  the  choir  or 
soloist,  probably  using  up  less 
than  15  minutes  of  those  wonder¬ 
ful  worship  services.  The  preach¬ 
er,  humble,  quiet,  reverent,  trying 
to  be  as  much  like  Jesus  as  a 
human  could  be.  conducted  the 
balance  of  the  service  with  God's 
help  and  presence. 

it  grieves  me  to  ask  fellow 
Christians:  What  has  happened  to 
a  large  number  of  our  traditional 
Baptist  churches? 

C\)ncerned  about  the  direction 
that  our  Baptist  churches  may  be 
going.  1,  along  with  others  con- 
c^'rned.  have  visited  several  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  before  drawing  any 
conclusions. 

After  many  hours  of  prayer,  1 
feel  led  and  compelled  to  write 
this  letter. 

A  number  of  the  choirs  and 
members  of  the  choir  where  we 
visited  seemed  to  spend  most  of 
the  morning  worship  hour  per¬ 
forming,  singing,  and  swinging  to 
taped  country  gospel;  very  loud, 
then  loud  applauding  by  some  of 
the  congregation,  leaving  very  lit¬ 
tle  time  for  a  inspired  message  by 
the  pastor. 

i  read,  and  am  told,  that 
churches  down  through  the  ages 
have  drifted  away  from  worship¬ 
ing  the  way  God  intended,  and 
that  this  has  always  been  one  of 
the  biggest  problems  that  Jesus 
and  his  disciples,  Paul  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  the  prophets,  and  other 
godly  leaders  had  to  correct  dr 
contend  with. 

Please  pray  with  us  about  this, 
if  you  are  so  led. 

Ed  Gregory 

luka 

Prayer  is  best  course 

Editor; 

Regretfully,  racism  is  alive  and 
well  in  the  great  state  of  Mississip¬ 
pi.  As  to  whether  or  not  Beulah. 
Church  in  Magee  is  guilty  of  what 
they  are  accused  of.  I  do  not 
know.  I  suggest  that  our  great 
.Southern  Baptist  Convention  lead¬ 
ers  form  a  panel  of  biracial  repre¬ 
sentatives  and  speak  to  the  church 
leaders  in  regard  to  the  charges 
against  them. 

For  the  sake  of  this  important 
discussion,  let  us  assume  they  are 
guilty  as  charged,  and  expel  them 
from  our  denomination  for  their 
gross  sin  against  God  and  man. 

For  all  those  guilty  of  partaking 
in  alcoholic  tluids,  let  us'purge 
them  from  the  church.  For  all  the 
people  who  are  guilty  of  having 
extramarital  affairs,  let  us  send 
them  on  their  way.  Those  who 
condone  abortion  are  worthy  of 
expulsion.  Do  the  get  the  picture. 


Mr.  Carson?  (See  Letters  to  the 
Editor,  June  20  issue). 

Already  we  would  have 
expelled  so  many  people  we  could 
not  pay  the  utilities  for  the  church. 
If  I  may  be  so  bold,  may  I  offer  a 
better  idea  than  expulsion?  It  is 
called  prayer.  James  5:15-16 
states:  "...  Confess  your  faults  one 
to  another,  and  pray  one  for  anoth¬ 
er,  that  ye  may  be  healed.  The 
effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  right¬ 
eous  man  availeth  much.” 

No  one  can  doubt  that  racism 
exists  in  the  hearts  of  mankind, 
both  black  and  white.  I  think  the 
best  thing  to  do  is  to  pray  for 
their  healing,  not  for  their  con¬ 
demnation. 

Ronald  Purser,  pastor 

Calhoun  Church 

Taylorsville 

Baffled  by  boycott 

Hditor. 

Boycotts  against  Disney  or 
anyone  baffle  me.  Where  in  the 
Bible  are  we  commanded  to  use 
the  power  of  money  to  deal  with 
sinners?  Shouldn’t  our  Uxds  be  the 
Word  of  God.  prayer,  and  godly 
lives? 

Why  are  we  so  shocked  that 
godless  men  act  like  godless 
men?  It  seems  we  are'  very  con¬ 
cerned  that  people  live  moral 
lives  on  their  way  to  hell.  Has 
anyone  ever  come  to  Christ 
because  of  a  boycott? 

What  about  believers  within  a 
company?  Doesn’t  a  boycott  iso¬ 
late  them  in  their  efforts  to  provide 
for  their  families  and  to  show 
Christ  to  others  in  their  jobs? 

Aren’t  boycotts  unfair  when 
companies  are  singled  out  for 
adverse  action  while  equally 
deplorable  companies  go  free? 
Shall  we  boycott  Ted  Turner’s 
Atlanta  Braves  or  21ondervan  book 
stores,  owned  by  Fox  Net?  What 
about  Christian  radio  stations, 
owned  by  rock  or  country  sta¬ 
tions?  Some  are  run  or  owned  by 
homo.sexuals! 

Did  Jesus  die  so  Disney  could 
make  “G”  movies?  Which  glori¬ 
fies  God  —  a  godless  company 
making  moral  decisions,  or  sinners 
converted?  Shouldn’t  our  letters 
and  actions  be  filled  with  the  gos¬ 
pel  rather  than  threats? 

Alice  Talley 

Columbus 

Proud  to  be  Baptist 

Editor: 

How  like  Guy  Henderson  to 
announce  his  resignation  and  in 
the  same  issue  print  a  letter  full  of 
unfair  and  unjustified  criticism  of 
his  work  as  editor.  How  Satan 
must  laugh  and  rub  his  hands  with 
glee  whenever  he  reads  of  brothers 
culling  each  other  names  which 
are  often  harsh  and  untrue. 

As  Southern  Baptists  and 
Christians,  we  are  purposed  to 
win  the  world  to  Christ.  If  we 
insist  on  spending  our  time  and 
money  monitoring  who  is  liberal, 
conservative,  right-wing,  left- 
wing.  ad  nauseam,  the  Lord  will 


deal  with  us. 

Because  of  a  previous  commit¬ 
ment,  I  was  only  able  to  attend  the 
Wednesday  evening  session  of  the 
[SBC’s  annual  meeting].  It  made 
me  proud  to  be  a  Southern  Baptist. 
Highlighted  by  the  raising  of  near¬ 
ly  $300,000  in  cash  and  pledges 
for  the  rebuilding  of  black  church¬ 
es,  followed  by  the  Zambian  Male 
Choir,  and  the  presentation  of  the 
new  missionary  appointments. 

It  was  climaxed  by  the  testimo¬ 
ny  of  a  missionary  to  Rwanda- 
Burundi  who  spoke  of  her  narrow 
escape  from  that  troubled  region. 
She  told  the  audience  that  she  was 
returning  very  sotin  with  the  confi¬ 
dence  that  God  wanted  her  there. 
The  screen  then  darkened  and  a 
voice  began  singing.  “Hark,  the 
Gentle  Voice  of  Jesus  Calling.” 

The  screen  lightened  and  we 
could  see  that  it  was  the  mission¬ 
ary  who  had  just  spoken.  What  a 
blessing!  Needless  to  say.  there 
were  some  actions  taken  by  subse¬ 
quent  sessions  that  were  at  the 
least  controversial  as  demonstrat¬ 
ed  by  the  media  reaction.  Perhaps 
a  “summer  Bible  study”  is  in  order 
for  some  of  our  Southern  Baptist 
leaders  on  Romans  14. 

J.B.  Morgan 

Long  Beach 

Don’t  lose  our  salt 

Editor: 

While  reading  the  guest  opin¬ 
ion  by  R.K.  Houston  on  the  SBC- 
led  boycott  of  Disney  (June  28),  I 
felt  I  must  respond. 

First,  Mr.  Houston  stated  that 
we  should  question  the  sense  of  a 
boycott  of  the  company  which 
prt^uces  more  “G”-rated  movies 
than  any  other  movie  company. 
We  need  to  realize  that  Disney  is 
in  the  movie  business  to  make 
money.  They  have  a  virtual 
monopoly  on  the  children’s  movie 
industry  because  it  is  a  multi-mil¬ 
lion  dollar  business,  not  because 
of  a  sense  of  moral  duty  to  provide 
quality  children’s  entertainment. 

Disney’s  latest  venture  includes 
another  big  money-maker  — 
pornography.  They  have  also  con¬ 
tracted  Martin  Scorsese  (director 
of  “The  Last  Temptation  of 
Christ”)  to  produce  several  movies 
for  them. 

I  don’t  see  how  these  decisions, 
as  well  as  others  by  Disney,  can  be 
overlooked  simply  because  the 
company  provides  one  family- 
friendly  movie  a  year. 

The  statement  by  Mr.  Houston 
that  the  boycott  provides  other 
Christians  an  opportunity  to 
“laugh  at  Southern  Baptists”  was 
ill-thought.  We  are  not  responsible 
to  others  for  our  actions,  only  to 
God. 

Mr.  Houston  also  states  that  the 
SBC  placed  its  members  in  the 
“impossible  position  of  depriving 
their  children  of  Disney  entertain¬ 
ment.”  There  are  lots  of  alterna¬ 
tives  to  Disney.  Granted,  they  are 
not  as  convenient  or  as  publicized, 
but  they  are  out  there. 

Ye.s,  Christ  taught  us  to  live  in 
this  world  and  not  separate  our¬ 


selves  froth  it.  But  he  also  told  us 
to  hate  the  things  of  the  world  and 
not  to  lose  our  saltiness.  Let’s  not 
become  bland  Christians  just  for 
the  sake  of  convenience  and  pub¬ 
lic  opinion. 

Diane  D.  Hardin 

Hattiesburg 

Acting  on  conscience 

Editor: 

I  feel  compelled  to  respond  to 
the  letter  from  David  C.  Frazier  in 
[the  July  1 1  issue  of]  The  Baptist 
Record. 

As  a  parent  of  two  small  boys. 
I,  along  with  the  American  Family 
A.ssociation,  have  been  boycotting 
Disney  for  some  time  now.  I  was 
glad  when  the  SBC  messengers 
voted  to  do  the  same.  I  do  not  con¬ 
sider  myself  to  be  a  self-righteous 
Pharisee  when  1  try  to  teach  my 
-children  to  refrain  from  the  ways 
of  the  world  and  conform  to  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ. 

My  6-year-old.  son  asked  when 
we  were  going  to  see  “The  Hunch¬ 
back  of  Notre  Dame.”  I  explained 
to  him  that  we  were  boycotting 
Disney  and  all  the  products  and 
movies  the  company  makes.  When 
he  asked  why,  I  told  him  that  they 
did  things  that  Jesus  did  not  like 
and  that  went  against  the  teachings 
of  the  Bible.  After  that  discussion, 
he  decided  not  to  go  to  Burger 
King  that  evening  for  dinner 
because  of  the  “Hunchback”  kids’ 
meals.  I  was  proud  that  he  chose 
on  his  own. 

We  have  enjoyed  Disney 
movies  and  products  in  the  past  as 
much  as  any  family.  But  we  made 
a  decision  together  as  parents  not 
to  spend  our  money  on  Disney 
products  until  they  return  to  the 
family  values  they  once  had.  Our 
children  are  seeing  their  parents 
stand  up  for  something  that  they 
believe  in. 

We  do  not  condemn  anyone  for 
not  participating  in  this  boycott. 
Everyone  has  to  act  as  they  feel 
the  Lord  leads  them. 

Rebecca  Crosby 

Bogue  Chitto 

Witness  amidst  sin 

Editor: 

There  are  some  points  that  I 
would  like  to  address  about  the 
Disney  boycott  issue. 

Growing  up  in  the  church,  1 
was  always  taught  that  although 
the  world  is  full  of  sin.  we  need  to 
leam  to  live  beside  these  sinners 
as  a  witness.  Did  or  did  not  Jesus 
dine  with  harlots  and  Pharisees? 
Jesus  taught  us  that  he  was  here  to 
witness  to  those  in  need,  not  those 
who  already  knew  him.  How  can 
we  witness  to  a  wide  section  of 
our  society  if  we  alienate  them? 

I'm  not  saying  that  we  should 
blindly  accept  all  that  .society  does 
and  quietly  go  our  way.  The  Lord 
always  taught  us  to  stand  up  for 
our  beliefs,  not  alienate  people. 

Then  the  word  “judgment” 
comes  to  mind.  Jesus  taught  us 
that  we  should  judge  not;  that 
privilege  belongs  to  the  Lord  of 


lords  alone.  It’s  not  our  job. 
Although  we  should  not  condone 
such  activity  as  homosexual 
lifestyle,  we  should  also  not  con¬ 
demn.  Isn’t  there  a  difference 
between  condemnation  and  chas¬ 
tisement? 

These,  I  believe,  are  the  values 
that  we  should  teach  our  children, 
not  the  absurdity  of  non-tolerance 
and  the  sin  of  being  judgmental. 

Dorothy  L.  Evans 

Long  Beach 

Kuwait’s  “apostate”? 

Editor: 

Like  FMB  President  Jerry 
Rankin,  1  am  appalled  that  a 
Kuwaiti  religious  court  sentenced 
Robert  Hussein  to  death,  simply 
because  he  is  a  Christian.  That  rul¬ 
ing  violates  both  the  Kuwaiti  con¬ 
stitution,  which  provides  for  free¬ 
dom  of  religion,  and  international 
standards  for  individual  freedom. 

Isn’t  it  ironic  that  the  country 
that  our  soldiers  liberated  from 
Iraqi  rule  would  treat  Christians 
the  same  way  that  the  Iraqis  treat¬ 
ed  the  Kuwaitis  during  the  Gulf 
War?  Yes,  it  certainly  is.  Such 
ruthless  acts  on  Kuwait’s  part 
make  me  wonder  why  we  even 
bothered  to  help  Kuwait  in  the 
first  place. 

During  the  Gulf  War,  our  lead¬ 
ers  told  us  that  we  were  fighting  to 
liberate  “freedom-loving,  democ¬ 
ratic  Kuwait”  from  the  clutches  of 
Saddam  Hussein. 

They  lied  to  us.  Kuwait  was  not 
a  democracy  then,  and  it  is  not  a 
democracy  now.  In  fact,  it  was 
never  a  democracy.  So  what  did 
we  accomplish  in  Kuwait?  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  didn’t  accom¬ 
plish  anything. 

Because  of  the  persecution  of 
Robert  Hussein  and  other  Chris¬ 
tians  in  Kuwait,  we  should  cut 
off  all  relations  with  Kuwait.  4f 
the  Kuwaitis  know  that  we  mean 
business,  they  will  stop  the  per¬ 
secution. 

Kevin  Waller 

Bude 


Homecomings 
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Revival  Dates 


StasTing'VML 


Shiloh,  Oxford:  Aug.  4;  ser¬ 
vices  begin  at  1 1  a.m.;  Tommie 
Inmon,  speaker;  lunch  in  fellow¬ 
ship  hall;  1  p.m.  singing  with  The 
Fathers’  Sons;  Ronnie  ^^ys,  inter¬ 
im  pastor. 

First,  Ovett:  Aug.  4;  10:55 
a.m.;  noon  lunch;  1:15  p.m. 
singing;  Maurice  Howers,  Laurel, 
guest  speaker;  Tommy  D. 
Mangum,  pastor. 

Salem,  Raymond:  Aiig.  1 1 ; 
services,  1 1  a.m.;  covered  dish  din¬ 
ner  in  fellowship  hall;  and  6  p.m.; 
Jimmy  McLendon,  Greenwood, 


guest  speaker;  Suzanne  McLen¬ 
don,  Greenwood,  guest  singer; 
revival,  Aug.  9-11,  7  p.m.;  Lee 
Kirk,  pastor. 

D’Lo  (Simpson):  Aug.  18;  11 
a.m.;  covered  dish  in  fellowship 
hall,  noon;  Robert  Sones,  pastor. 

Rock  Bluff,  Morton:  Aug.  4, 
10:45  a.m.;  revival  Aug.  5-9,  7:30 
nightly;  Amm  Lewis,  Lsuirel,  evan¬ 
gelist;  MidKy  Ferguson,  pastor. 

Valley  Park  (Sharkey-Issaque- 
na):  Aug.  4;  lunch  in  fellowship 
hall;  Dennis  Salley,  pastor. 


Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  Rev  Yancey,  Old  Union,  Shannon:  Aug.  11- 
:vangelist;  Clyde  Cranfrad,  music;  16;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.; 
Randall  Ashley,  pastor.  Mon.-Fri.  7  p.m.;  Albert  Wilker- 

son,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  evangelist; 
Steele,  Forest:  Aug.  4-7;  Sun-  Jimmy  Chapman,  Tupelo,  music; 
day,  1 1  a.m.;  7  p.m.  ni^idy;  Gerald  Kenneth  Kelly,  pastor. 

K^ges,  South  Fulton,  Term.,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Greg  Boggan,  Hickory,  Damascus,  Hazlehurst:  Aug. 
music;  John  Boggan,  pastor.  11-16;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  7  p.m^ 

nightly;  speakers  are  Pat  Bufkin, 
First,  McLaurin:  Aug.  4-8;  Sunday  morning,  Albert  Parsons, 
Sunday,  homecoming,  Sunday  Sunday  evening,  Robert  Netter- 
School  at  9:45  a.m.,  guest  speaker  ville,  Monday,  Leroy  Brewer, 
John  Evans  at  1 1  a.m.,  and  noon  Tuesday,  Larry  Hart,  Wednesday, 
lunch;  revival,  Sunday,  7  p.m.  Glen  Mclnnis,  Thursday,  and  Daryl 
Mon.-Thurs.,  7:30  p.m.;  Greg  Oster,  Friday;  Carl  Thornton, 
Clemts,  Belzoni,  evangelist;  Sam  music;  David  Patterson,  pastor. 
Clemts,  music;  Carlis  Braswell, 

pastor.  Hickory  (Newton):  Aug.  18- 

23;  services,  1 1  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Holly  Springs,  Brookhaven:  Tom  Cox,  Mountainburg,  Ark.. 
Aug.  4-9;  7;.30  p.m.;  Sunday,  music  evangelist;  Rtxlney  Anderson,  pas- 
by  New  Wine.  I  p.m.;  Wiley  Reid,  tor. 

Friendship  Church,  Brookhaven, 

evangelist;  Billy  Smith.  Mt.  Moriah  West  Laurel  (Jones):  Aug.  25- 
Church,  Brookhaven,  music;  Glenn  28;  services,  Sunday,  10:30  a.m..  6 
Mclnnis,  pa.stor.  p.m..  Mon.-Wed.,  noon  and  7  p.m. 

nightly;  David  Miller,  Heber 
Enon,  Louisville:  Aug.  4-7;  Springs,  Ark.,  evangelist;  Floyd 
Sunday,  1 1  a.m  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-  Grice,  West  Laurel  Church,  music; 
Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  Bemette  Fielder,  Cary  Worthington,  pastor. 
Coldwater.  evangelist;  Reggie 

Lovorn,  music;  Robert  Jackson,  Mt.  Moriah,  Weir:  Aug.  4-7; 
pastor.  Sunday,  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30 

p.m.;  Ron  Linkins,  French  Camp 
Mclvor,  Batesville:  Aug.  4-9;  Radio,  evangelist;  different  music 
Sunday,  1 1  am  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-  group  each  night;  Dale  Nowell, 
Fri.,  7  p.m.,  Andy  Brasher,  Como,  pastor, 
evangelist;  James  McPhail, 

Batesville,  music;  Robert  B.  Smith  First,  Moss  (Jasper):  Aug.  4-7 

Jr  oastor  Sunday,  morning  service,  lunch 

•*  _ _  _ _ . 


:0ft  July  19. 1971,  a  r>^  OT  began  Center  when  Dr.  Tft^Tiws  Ki|gi 

perferm^ttissia^  TwefTy4iveye||i^35,(XX) 


Wh'S«diediia*ed  the  summer  to  cominitTK)rating  the  25th  year  annivereay  of  The^leart  (lefto 
gxitnoaiiliiipitiir^^  its  patients.  Our  new  campaign, 'More  Experience.  More  Resounm  -More 
Heatt^i^ljpoducate  people  about  The  HeartCenter  and  features  real  patients  teHing  ^real 
Stories.  current  and  former  patients  to  a  homecoming  open  house;  mcre*an  300 


pn  our  committed  to  foture  advancements.  A&technotegical 


-Our  company  proudly  rttains  the 
name  of  our  founder,  L.L.  Sams,  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor. 


Corinth,  Magee:  June  VBS; 
average  attendance,  121;  10  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith;  Lynsol  Rich¬ 
mond,  pastor. 

Como,  Como:  July  8-12;  34 
students  and  24  workers  enrolled; 
offering,  $60;  six  professions  of 
faith;  Andy  Brasher,  pastor. 

Mclvor,  Batesville:  June  10- 
14;  59  students  and  19  workers 
enrolled;  offering,  $48;  Robert 
Smith,  pastor. 

Shubuta  (Clarke):  July  15-19; 
average  attendance,  87;  offering, 
$319.54;  15  professions  of  faith; 
five  baptized;  James  Manning, 
pastor. 


Recently,  first  in  to  use;(^R6tablji1^<P  revolutfopa^ 

tern  that  deais  out  diarridty^iii^^  thptpfoves  arterial  plaque. 


It  has  been  our 
privilege  to 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  since 
1»98. 


We're  al^iptbvkJing  a  nunrfoer  of  other  high-tech  approach  to  heart  care,  as  well  as  pioneering 
progr^suth  as  Cardac  Rehabilitation. 

Yet  the  real  seaet  to  the  HeartCenter's  success  lies,  not  in  our  technology  and  techniques,  but  in 
our  people.  With  our  worickJ^staff  of  physicians,  Sufgeons,  nurses,  technidans  and  support  per¬ 
sonnel,  our  people  makeevety  effort  to  ensure  that  yOur  visit  to  The  Heart  Center  is  as  comfortable, 
safe  and  rewardfeg  as  possible.  Every  patient  receives  service  with  a  personal  touch  that  often 

forges  lifetime  relationships.  One  such  example  is  the  Reverend  Fred  Morris,  pastor  of  a  Monticello 
Baptist  diurch  and’former  Heart  Center  patient  who  says,  'The  Heart  Center  is  part  of  my  family." 

On  this  occasion,  we  want  to  thank  the  people  of  Mississippi  for  their  support  and  renew  our 

pledge  to  medical  excellence  and  compassionate  care  in  the  years  to  come. 


•  stained  glass  •  carpet  • 

•  pews  •  pulpit  furniture  • 

•  educational  furniture  • 

painting  •  more  than  290  complete 
CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 


FREE  BROCHURES 

1-800-537-4723 

P.  O.  Box  1430.  WIKO.  TX  76703 


Church  Buses 


Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1.tel5i-371-6180 


Understandtag  the  Benellts  of  Preventive  Health  Care 

Call  948-MBMC  or  1-800-948-MBMC  (6262) 
for  reservations  or  more  information. 

'ABfr  MISSISSIFn  BAPTIST  MEDICAL  CENTER 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 
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Names  in  the  News 


Thursday.  Au£ust  1. 1996 


Staff  Changes 


Owens 


Dale  Owens  of  Jackson  died 
July  6  after  suffering  a  massive 
heart  attack  June  21.  He  was  39. 

Owens,  an 
organ  major  at 
Southwestern 
Seminary,  had 
been  in  San 
Antonio  on  a 
I  choir  tour  with 
First  Church  of 
Arlington, 
I  Texas,  where  he 
.served  as  organ- 
ist.  After  an 
examination,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  hospital  in  San  Antonio.  He 
never  regained  consciousness. 
Owens  is  survived  by  his  wife  Kay 
of  Raymond  and  his  parents,  A.  D. 
and  Jean  Owens,  members  of 
W(K)dville  Heights  Church.  Jack- 
son. 

Steve  Walker,  a  member  of 
Strong  River  Church,  Simpson 
Asswiation,  has 
i  entered  into  the 
ministry  of  full 
time  music 
!  evangelism.  He 
has  been  in  the 
music  ministry 
since  1985  and 
has  served  as 
minister  of 
music  in  several 
churches  in 
Mississippi  including  Pine  Grove. 
Goodwater,  Eastside,  and  Har- 
risville  in  Simpson  Association, 
and  Highland  in  Copiah  Associa- 


Walker 


tion.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Southern  Mississippi’s 
School  of  Music.  Walker,  3 1 ,  and 
his  wife  Xaren  have  two  children. 
He  is  available  for  revivals  and 
gospel  concerts  and  can  be 
reached  at  Rt.  I,  Box  1 28- A,  Pino- 
la  MS  39149  or  by  calling  (601) 
847-4375. 

tfayou  View  Church,  Gulf- 
po^  honored  Tinie  Slade  with  a 
retirement  reception  following  15 
years  as  church  secretary.  The  four 
pastors  she 
served  with 
were  R.  Bryant 
Barnes,  Allan 
Moseley,  Gary 
McCormick, 
and  Thomas  O. 
Mosser,  present 
pastor.  She  has 
been  a  member 
of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist 
Secretaries  Association  for  15 
years  and  .served  in  all  offices  of 
the  as.sociation  as  well  as  conduct¬ 
ed  workshops  both  at  Camp 
Gihwywa  and  Gulfshore  Assem¬ 
bly. 

Country  Woods  Church, 
Metro  Association,  recently 
ordained  two  of  its  members  to  the 
gospel  ministry.  Richard  Floyd, 
ordained  on  June  2,  is  pastor  of 
New  Haven  Church.  Terry.  Gre¬ 
gory  Davis,  ordained  on  July  14, 
is  pastor  of  Hebron  Church,  Ben- 
tonia. 


Slade 


Missionary  News 


Karen  Brown,  missionary  to 
Colombia,  is  on  the  field  (address; 
Apartado  Aereo  51382.  Barran- 
quilla.  Colombia).  She  is  a  native 
of  Golden.  ’ 

David  and  Gloria  Glaze,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Argentina,  are  on  the 
field  (address:  Bolanos  141,  1407 
Buenos  Aires.  Argentina).  He  was 
born  in  Louisville,  Ky..  and  con¬ 
siders  Jackson  his  hometown.  The 
former  Gloria  Marler  was  bom  in 
Tylertown  and  considers  Jackson 
her  hometown. 

—  t.  •  • 

■# 

Miltini  andl  Pamela  Klie.sch, 

missionaries  to  Togo,  are  in  the 
States  (address:  1631  Main  St.. 
Franklinton.  LA  70438).  He  was 
born  in  Magnolia,  and  considers 
KentwiHKl.  La.,  his  hometown.  The 
former  Pamela  Palmer  of  Alabama 
was  born  in  Hartford  and  considers 
SkKomb  her  hometiiwn. 

Kus.sell  and  Melinda  Kyzar, 

missiiinaries  to  Costa  Rica,  are  in 
the  Stales  (address;  105  Billy  Byrd 
Dr.,  ('linton.  MS  3‘K).56).  A  native 
of  Mississippi,  he  was  born  in 
Jackson  and  considers  Natchez,  his 
hometown.  The  former  Melinda 
Henderson,  daughter  of  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries,  was  born  in 
Columbia,  and  lived  in  South 
Korea;  Ya/tM)  City.  Jackson,  and 
Biloxi;  and  the  Philippines. 


missionaries  to  Costa  Rica,  are  in 
the  States  (address:  Rte.  I,  Box 
151,  Prenti.ss.  MS  39474).  He  was 
bom  in  Portsmouth,  Va.,  and  con¬ 
siders  Union  his  hometown.  The 
former  Margaret  Carraway  was 
born  in  Columbia  and  considers 
Prentiss  her  hometown, 

Frederick  and  Carolyn 
Massingill,  missionaries  to  The 
Gambia,  are  on  the  field  (address: 
Baptist  Mission.  P.O.  Box  2376, 
Sere  Kunda  via  Banjul,  The  Gam¬ 
bia).  He  was  bom  in  Birmingham. 
Ala.,  and  considers  Knoxville, 
Tenn..  his  hometown.  The  former 
Carolyn  Smith  was  bom  in  Laurel 
and  also  considers  Knoxville  her 
hometown. 

Timothy  and  Dorcas  Patter¬ 
son,  missionaries  to  Honduras,  are 
in  the  States  (address:  Rte.  3,  Box 
89.  Camden.  TN  38320).  He  was 


bom  in  Biloxi  and  considers  Cam¬ 
den,  Tenn.,  his  hometown.  The 
former  Dorcas  Villarreal  of  Texas 
was  bom  in  Houston  and  considers 
Fort  Worth  her  hometown. 

Frank  apd  Jerry  Anne  Pevey, 

missionaries  to  Tanzania,  are  on 
the  field  (address:  P.O.  Box  9414, 
Dar  es  Salaam,  Tanzania).  Both 
are  natives  of  Mississippi  and  con¬ 
sider  Skene  their  hometown.  He 
was  born  in  Hazlehurst,  and  she, 
the  former  Jerry  Anne  Howarth.  in 
Cleveland. 

Robert  and  Beverly  Thomas, 
Baptist  representatives  to  Yemen, 
are  in  the  States^ddress:  1181 
Stage  Rd.,  Senatobia.  MS  38668). 
A  native  of  Tennessee,  he  was 
bom  in  Etowah  and  lived  in  Mem¬ 
phis.  The  former  Beverly  Buford 
was  born  in  Memphis  and  grew  up 
in  Senatobia. 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


The  board  of  trustees  of  Oak 
Hill  Baptist  Academy  in  Mouth 
of  Wilson,  Va.,  recently  voted  to 
name  a  new  50-acre  outdoor  cen¬ 
ter  in  honor  of  a  distinguished 
alumnus,  J.  Ralph  Noonkester 
(class  of  1940),  former  president 
of  William  Carey  College  in  Hat¬ 
tiesburg. 

Rodrigo  Souza  Lima,  an 
exchange  student  from  Brazil, 
accepted  Christ  as  personal  Lord 
and  Savior  and  was  baptized  on 
June  23i.  He  returned  home  to 
Brazil  on  July  1  to  minister  to  peo¬ 
ple  in  his  homeland.  Rodrigo 
resided  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark 
Long  of  Como  during  his  stay  in 
the  United  States.  Andy  Brasher  is 
pastor  of  Como  Church.  *  ' 

Wayne  Worsham  was 
licensed  to  preach  at  Friendship 
Church,  North  Central  Associa¬ 
tion.  Worsham  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Itawam¬ 
ba  Community 
College, 
William  Carey 
College,  and 
plans  to  gradu¬ 
ate  from  the 
University  of 
Mississippi  in 
May  1997.  He 
_  is  available  for 

Worsham  full  time  Wh 

ministries  and  associate  pastor. 
Guy  Hughes  is  pastor  of  Friend¬ 
ship  Church. 


Chip  Stevens  joined  the  staff  of 
First  Church,  Biloxi,  on  July  1  as 
minister  to  stu¬ 
dents.  He  is  a 
|- graduate  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College 
and  New" 
Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary.  He  previ¬ 
ously  served  for 
three  years  at 
First  Church, 
Crystal  Springs. 


Stevens 


First  Church,  Richton,  has 
called  Rick  Mitchell  as  pastor.  He 
will  begin  his  ministry  Aug.  11.  A 
native  of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala., 
Mitchell  received  his  education  at 
the  University  of  Alabama  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  previ¬ 
ously  served  Taylorville  Church, 
Tuscaloosa. 

Bay  Vista  to 
help  marriages 

Bay  Vista  Church,  Biloxi,  will 
host  “Making  Love  Last  Forever,” 
a  marriage  enrichment  seminar,  on 
Aug.  9-10. 

Carl  Dickerson,  family  coun¬ 
selor  from  the  Laurel-Hattiesburg 
area,  will  be  the  seminar’s  leader. 

The  seminar  will  begin  with 
registration  at  6:15  p.m.  on  Aug.  9, 
follwed  by  a  supper  and  evening 
session,  and  will  close  at  9  p.m. 

The  Aug.  10  session  begins 
with  a  continental  breakfast  at  8 
a.m.  and  ends  at  12:30  p.m. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $20  per 
couple.  Participants  should  mail 
their  fees  by  Aug.  5  to  the  church 
at  2485  Pass  Road,  Biloxi,  MS 
39531.  For  more  information,  call 
(601)388-1166. 


Billy  Whitaker  has  resigned 
Oak  Grove  Church,  Shubuta, 

effective  Sept  1.  He  and  his  wife 
Catherine  will  be  going  to  Fukuo¬ 
ka,  Japan,  on  a  mission  trip.  They 
are  due  to  return  home  in  mid- 
November.  At  that  time  he  will  be 
available  for  pulpit  supply,  and  can 
be  reached  at  (601)  776-6245  or 
483-0930. 

Daiid  E.  Tpwnsend  has 
resigned  as  pastor  of  Coaltown 
Church,  Pur^  due  to  health  rea- 
.sons.  Although  his  health  prevents 
him  from  serving  as  a  |>astor,  he  is 
available  for  supply,  interim,  or 
special  meetings.  He  can  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  161  Purvis  Oloh  Rd., 
Purvis,  MS  39475;  telephone  (601) 
794-8684. 

Center  Terrace  Church,  Can¬ 
ton,  has  called  Tom  F.  Rayburn 
as  interim  pastor,  effective  July  14. 

Jeffrey  Lenn  Clark,  formerly 
associate  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  has  been  called  as  the 
church’s  new  pastor,  effective  Aug. 
1 1.  Clark,  35,  joined  the  staff  in 
1986  as  minister  of  youth  and  was 
named  associate  pastor  in  1994. 
The  Hamilton,  Ala.,  native  is  a 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College, 
Southwestern  Seminary,  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary. . 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 
Van  Winkle  steeples,  lighting, 
folding  dooirs, 

l^nurcn  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Family  Portrait  Fund-Raiser 

No  Risk...No  lnve9titicnt...Yoiur  Church  Can  Earn 
Up  to  200%  Profit  NowIIl 

This  Is  an  excellent  Fund  Raiser  for  Any  of  Your  Groups. 

Dianne  9c  Jack  Paepke,  Owners 
P.O.  Box  760  -  Collins.  MS  39248 

FOTO  (601)  765>1530 

■  Jlr  1 1  By  Jack  We  donate  a  percentage  of  our  profits  to  St.  Jude's  Hasp. 


C!oionial  Heights  Baptist  Church  presents 

f  Bobby 


HP' 


Welch 

August  5 
at  7:00PM 
Admission  is 

_ A 

mmer -  v 
ectacularo^^l 


M9  939^8000 


Franklin  and  Margaret  Lay, 


Churches  damaged 
bv  arson  receive  BSSB 

c- 

offer  of  free  materials 


Just  for  the  Record 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  As  an 
expression  of  concern  and  support, 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  is 
contacting  churches  damaged  or 
destroyed  by  arson  in  the  last  18 
months,  with  an  offer  of  up  to  13 
free  books. 

“As  a  j5ublisher  of  resources  for 
churches  and  church  leaders,  we 
are  making  available  at  no  cost 
some  books  which  wfe  hope  can  be 
useful  in  replacing  those  which 
may  have  been  lost  or  for  your  use 
in  planning  for  the  future,”  BSSB 
President  James  T.  Draper  Jr. 
wrote  in  a  letter  being  sent  to  the 
churches. 

Draper  said  church  names  and 
addresses  are  being  compiled  by 
the  BSSB  from  numerous  sources. 


including  state  Baptist  conventions,  rnent 
Christian  Life  Commission,  Broth-  lege’s 
erhrxxi  Commission,  lists  published  3 
in  newspapers,  and  others.  2 

“We  certainly  understand  that 
our  action  does  not  begin  to 
address  the  overall  needs  of  these 
churches  as  they  rebuild  and  look 
to  the  future,”  Draper  shid.  “How¬ 
ever,  we  wanted  to  do  something 
tangible  to  communicate  our  con¬ 
cern  and  support.  We  believe  these 
resources  can  be  valuable  tools  for 
leaders  and  members.” 

He  said  the  offer  is  being  rnade 
to  African  American  and  other 
churches  victimized  by  arson.  It  is 
not  limited  to  Southern  Baptist 
churches.  The  list  of  13  books 
from  the  board’s  church  growth 
group  and  Broadman  &  Holman 
Publishers  includes  study  resources 
such  as  the  Experiencing  God 
Bible,  Holman  Bible  Dictionary, 
and  Holman  Bible  Handbook,  as 
well  as  books  for  leaders  including 
Kingdom  Principles  for  Church 
Growth,  Church:  God’s  People 
on  Mission,  and  Church  Leader¬ 
ship  Team  Handbook. 

The  board  has  established  a  toll- 
free  number  for  churches  to  call 
and  place  orders  after  receiving 
Draper’s  letter.  The  number  is 
(8(X))  357-7029. 


Old  Union  Church  of  Shan¬ 
non,  Lee  Association,  will  observe 
Memorial  Services  on  Aug.  4.  Sun¬ 
day  School  starts  at  10  a.m.  and 
worship  services  at  1 1  a.m.  A  cov¬ 
ered  dish  lunch  wiH  be  served  in 
the  Family  Life  Center.  Kenneth 
Kelly,  pastor,  will  bring  the  mes¬ 
sage.  Andy  Brazeal  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  music. 

Star  Church,  Star,  will  have  a 
“Day  of  Celebration”  on  Aug.  1 1. 
beginning  with  a  90th  anniversary 
and  homecoming  serv  ice  at  10  a.m. 
followed  by  lunch.  A  dedication 
service  for  the  new  church  building 
will  be  held  at  2  p.m.  followed  by  a 
reception.  Victor  Byrd  is  pastor. 

Mars  Hill  Church,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  held  note  burning  ceremonies 
for  a  parking  lot  on  June  16.  Tak¬ 
ing  part  in  the  ceremony  were  Ber¬ 
nice  Sisson.  LaRue  Stone,  Spiva 
Keene  and  Janie  Keene,  charter 
members;  and  Tony  Linley,  pastor. 


ours 


»  The  source  for 
the  best  itineraries 
at  the  best ^ 
prices.  Bb 


First  Church,  Senatobla,  recently  held  coronation  services  for  its  GAs 
(top  photo)  and  Acteens  (above).  Emmy  Jarjoura  is  director  for  both  girls’ 
groups.  » 


RATE;  50  cents  per  word,  $5  rrtnimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Indude  name,  address,  zip  code, 
and  phorre  number  in  word  couni.  No  b#rKl  ads.  _ ^ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

resume;  36  Highway  334,  Oxford,  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
MS  38655.  Daytime  (601)  236-  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
1884;  evening  (601)  234-5116.  Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 

Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1 -800-368- 

ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL  2705. 
ministers  and  music  directors: 

Supplement  your  church  income. 

Earn  $500-$ 1,000  per  week  with 
American  Protective.  Leads  fur¬ 
nished,  no  overflight  travel  or 
cash  investment  —  We  train  you. 

Call  (601)  582-9000  for  confiden¬ 
tial  interview. 


AVAILABLE  FROM  FBC  Ponto¬ 
toc;  “A  Walk  of  Faith,"  History  of 
First  Baptist  Church  —  price;  $25, 
postage;  $5;  “The  Sunny  South 
Cookbook"  —  price;  $10,  postage; 
$3.  Make  check  payable  to;  First 
Baptist  Church,  31  Washington 
St.,  Pontotoc,  MS  38863;  (601) 
489-1346. 


NOTCH  ESTATES  —  Branson, 

Mo.  Condo,  1  mile  west  of  Silver 
Dollar  City.  2  BR,  2BA,  sleeps  6. 
Stay  3  nights.  4th  free;  or  4 
nights,  5th  free.  Free  continental 
breakfast.  $95  daily.  (601)  746- 
4632. 


Zion  Hill  Church,  Wesson,  held  note  burning  ceremonies  on  June  30 


for  the  church  building.  Pictured  are  Jimmy  Wooten,  Ross  Sandifer.  Jerry 
Porter,  Charles  Hamilton,  Tony  Waltman,  Cecil  Reeves,  Robert  McClen¬ 
don,  and  Daryl  Oster,  pastor.  _ 

The  Mississippi  College 
Department  of  Sociology  and 
Social  Work  has  announced  the 
establishment  of  a  National  Social 


Work  Honor  Society  chapter.  The 
Epsilon  Psi  Chapter  of  Phi  Alpha 
Honor  Sociefy^^was  established 
with  13  charter  Wmbers,  includ¬ 
ing;  Beverly  Baker,  Jackson; 
Lesha  Nichole  Bates,  Jackson; 
Courtney  Boone  Holmes,  Clinton; 
Millie  Long  Clanton,  Eupora; 
Chad  Lewis  Hambrick,  Canton; 
Jeffery  Darren  Owens,  Vicksburg; 
Aubrey  Dwayne  Parker,  Laurel; 
Kimberly  Sue  Robbins,  Jackson; 
Tina  Marie  Vineyard,  Greenville; 
and  Nancy  Ann  Wambsgans, 
Brandon. 


BIBLIOCIPHER  NOW  available  in 
booklet,  $2  including  s/h.  Order 
from  Charlie  Marx,  277  Daisy 
Ave.,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402. 


PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $54.95 
per  day/  limited  free  miles/  7-  to 
15-seat.  Occasionally  for  sale: 
quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck 

Rental,  Jackson  (601)  948-3391.  BRIARWOOD  DRIVE  BAPTIST 
Since  1965.  Church  seeks  part-time  Youth 

Director.  Call  (601)  956-4561  or 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  of  send  inquiries  to:  245  Briarwood 
Music/Youth.  First  Baptist  Church  Drive,  Jackson,  MS  39206. 
of  Mount  Olive  is  seeking  a  part- 
time  minister  of  music  and  youth. 

Interested  persons  can  contact 
Dwight  Carr  (601/797-3881  or 
797-3890)  or  Rev.  Donald  O'Quin 
WANTED:  50  BAPTIST  Hymnals  (797-3973  or  797-4628). 

1975  edition  in  good  condition  — 

Maroon  color  preferred.  Holly 
Bluff  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  24, 

Holly  Bluff,  MS  39088;  (601)  828- 
3764. 


BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide*  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  1526  Gardner  Blvd., 
Columbus,  MS  39702;  1-800-349- 
2882. 


.  Are  y(Xir  .seniors  tired 
of  crawling  over  the 
HUMP?  The  solution  Ls 
tS-paicsenger  van 
raised 

electric  step  II^^BHHBill^H 
Call  Tn-State  Van  Ik  Btis  Todayl  l-HOO-.130-.Vr22 
BU.SES!  VANS!  PEOPIJ-  MOVERS' 


CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 
MURPHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes, 
Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  ^Statewide  1 -800-898- 
MACS. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Flo¬ 
rence,  Miss.,  is  seeking  an  indi¬ 
vidual  for  the  position  of  Minister 
of  Music/Education.  Resume  may 
be  sent  to  First  Baptist  Church, 
102  E.  Main  St.,  Florence,  MS 
FOR  SALE:  Twelve  (12)  acres  39073,  Attn:  Personnel  Commit- 
prime  mountain  acreage,  plus  tee. 
bonus.  Ideal  for  church  ahd/or  fam¬ 
ily  summer  camp  and  vacation. 

Please  write  Edmon  R.  Brown, 

1749  Virginia  Ave.,  Kingsport,  TN 
37664  for  more  details. 


Pew  Refinisbing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries « Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


Vaiden  (CairoH-Montgomery): 
July  7-12;  Bill  Causey,  Terry 
Long.  Ronnie  Robinson,  Jon 
Gillis.  James  Fancher.  J.W.  Bris- 
ter,  evangelists;  Jeff  Chambley, 
Greenwcx^.  music;  one  profession 
of  faith:  Leon  Holly,  pastor. 


LARGE  COIN  COLLECTION  for 

sale  to  good  Christian  home. 
Please  call  A1  Blackmon  at  (601) 
544-7126. 


YELLOW  LEAF  CHURCH  seek¬ 
ing  part-time  Youth  Minister.  Send 


Uniform 

Trust  in  God 


By  Jim  Phillips 
Psalm  40 


There  comes  a  time  in  the  life  of  every  believer  when  he 
must  rely  upon  everything  he  has  learned  as  a  Christian.  A 
time  when  trials,  tribulation,  and  trouble  cause  him  to  draw 
"deep  from  the  well  of  faith.  A  time  when  he  finds  that  only 
,Cod  can  get  him  out  of  his  plight.  He  finds  himself  in  a 
dilemma  that  he  knows  for  a  fact  that  if  God  does  not  rise 
up  and  do  something,  nothing  will  be  dpne.  If  you’ve  not 
been  there  yet.  you  will.  If  you  are  thereSiow.  hold  on  — 
for  God  has  a  word  about  such  a  struggle. 

It  is  precisely  a  moment  like  this  that  our  biblical  writer 
was  experiencing.  He  described  a  struggle  which  seemed  to 
have  been  a  part  of  his  own  making.  He  seemingly  cried  in 
remorse.  “Look  what  I’ve  brought  down  upon  my  soul! 
How  could  I  have  been  so  careless?”  (v.  12). 

Most  of  us  can  identify  times  when  we  wished  we  could 
go  back  and  undo  some  of  the  things  that  have  left  scar  tis¬ 
sue  on  our  souls.  The  psalmist  thankfully  came  to  under¬ 
stand  that  regardless  of  his  trouble,  self-inflicted  or  brought 
on  by  others,  God  could  be  found  to  be  trusted  and  faithful. 

Even  though  we  would  agree  as  Christians  that  God 
responds  to  our  cries,  it  can  seem  as  though  it  takes  him 
forever  to  respond.  The  psalmist  had  to  practice  patience  as 
he  watched  and  waited  for  the  hand  of  God  to  move  (vv.  I- 
2).  His  .searching  for  patience  was  not  without  affect  for  it 
was  teaching  him  to  expect,  hope,  and  trust  in  God’s 
redeeming  activity.  Note  that  he  did  get  a  response  whereby 
God  turned  and  heard  his  cry.  It  is  precisely  this  discipline 
that  we  must  put  into  practice  whehever  our  situation  war¬ 
rants  a  response  from  the  Lord.  During  our  watching  and 
waiting,  the  Word  of  God  can  come  alive  and  real  like  no 
other  time  in  our  life. 

Upon  experiencing  God’s  deliverance,  the  writer  broke 
forth  in  prai.se  to  glorify  Gixl's  gcxxlne.ss  and  to  remind  oth¬ 
ers  of  his  tru.stworthiness  ( vv.  2-3).  He  declared  that  a  truly 
blessed  or  happy  person  is  one  who  knows  he  has  a  Lord 
who  is  pre.sent,  active,  and  alert  to  his  children’s  plight  (vv. 
4-.‘S).  He  acknowledges  that  Gixl  is  working  in  and  through 
the  lives  of  his  people  and  that  his  planned  activities  are 
completely  in  his  control. 

The  psalmist's  deliverance  broke  forth  in  declaring  . 
GikI’s  testability  to  any  and  all  who  have  ever  needed  a 
reminder  of  God's  available  love  and  teth  (vv.  9-10).  He 
wanted  to  go  on  record  in  the  assembled  masses  that  he  had 
tested  God’s  faithfulness  and  found  that  Gtxi  was  indeed  a 
Gtxl  of  his  Word.  His  salvation  or  divine  deliverance  result¬ 
ed  from  a  heart  that  confessed  its  wrong,  and  Gtxl  proved  to 
be  laithlul  and  true.  He  wanted  others  to  be  willing  to  con¬ 
fide  in  just  such  a  Li>rd  as  he  had.  He  pleaded  that  Gtxl 
w*)uld  always  be  there  even  after  this  emergency  passed,  so 
that  his  lile  would  continue  to  punctuate  in  praise  (v.  II). 

Perhaps  that  would  be  a  wtird  to  all  of  us  that  God  is  not 
for  emergencies  only,  but  for  all  of  our  days.  He  will 
respond  in  tho.se  hours  of  crisis  but  he  would  rather  walk 
and  talk  with  us  in  (he  day-to-day  matters  as  well. 

In  verses  16b- 17.  the  psalmist  concluded  his  thoughts 
with  a  reminder  for  all  who  have  ever  experienced  God’s 
fai(hfulne.s.s  to  never  fail  to  declare  his  .salvation.  In  this  Old 
Testament  context  the  idea  would  be  understixxl  as  G<xl 
stepping  in  and  delivering  a  person  from  sure  demise.  In 
the  New  Testament,  we  might  better  understand  salvation 
as  being  the  experience  whereby  Gtxl  delivers  a  person 
fn>m  the  sure  punishment  of  their  sin  by  the  atoning  work 
of  Jesus  Christ  on  the  cross.  In  either  ca.se.  God  has  taken 
steps  to  deliver  an  unworthy  sinner  by  his  intentional  grace 
and  mercy  which  results  in  a  thankful  heart. 

There's  nothing  like  a  personal  testimony  whereby  an 
individual  can  identify  with  the  experience  of  another's 
plight.  The  problem  is.  however,  that  we're  perhaps  tcxi 
cautious  (or  proud)  about  revealing  both  our  difficulty  and 
G(xl’s  rescue.  What  we  might  experience  and  how  Gtxl 
brings  us  through  it  may  be  Gixl's  very  intention  for  the 
trouble  in  the  first  place  so  as  to  turn  and  strengthen  a  fel¬ 
low  struggicr  in  their  time  of  distress.  Where  have  you 
found  the  trustworthiness  of  Gtxl  lately?  Be  faithful  in 
revealing  Gtxl's  activity  in  it  all! 

Phillips  is  pastor.  North  Greenwood  Church,  (ireen- 
wood. 


Bible  Book 

Six  trumpets  herald  woe 


By  Ronald  Bishop 
Revelation  8, 9 


Four  Trumpets  (Rev.  8).  Revelation  8  tells  of  the 
opening  of  the  seventh  seal  on  the  scroll  of  Chapter  5. 
The  first  six  seals  have  been  opened  and  have  revealed 
various  aspects  of  the  ongoing  trouble  that  face  God’s 
people  in  every  age,  especially  during  the  first  century 
persecution  of  Christians. 

The  seventh  seal  brings  the  blowing  of  the  seven 
trumpets,  which  seems  to  announce  the  judgment  of  God 
and  the  consequences  that  await  the  wicked.  The  mes¬ 
sage  of  these  trumpets  was  directed  to  evil  people  of 
every  age,  but  especially  to  the  persecutors  of  the  Chris¬ 
tians  in  the  first  century. 

John  first  reminded  the  Christians  that  God  was  atten¬ 
tive  to  their  prayers  and  valued  their  commitment.  The 
judgment  was  not  intended  for  them  nor  would  they  suf¬ 
fer  the  brunt  of  the  misery.  After  God  heard  the  prayers 
of  his  people,  an  angel  threw  fire  from  heaven  upon  the 
earth  to  begin  the  judgment. 

The  first  trumpet  brought  hail  and  fire  and  blood  upon 
the  earth.  People  in  the  fields,  on  the  highway.s,  and  in 
their  homes  would  succumb  to  this  great  natural  disaster. 
Not  only  did  John  see  people  being  afflicted,  but  a  third 
of  the  earth,  the  grass,  and  the  trees  were  destroyed. 

The  second  trumpet  brought  a  great  burning'moun- 
tain  into  the  sea,  destroying  a  third  of  the  sea  and  its 
contents. 

The  third  trumjjet  marked  the  ruin  of  a  third  of  the 
fresh  water  by  a  star  from  heaven  that  made  the  waters 
bitter  and  unfit  for  consumption. 

The  fourth  trumpet  brought  the  darkening  of  a  third  of 
the  sun,  the  moon,  and  the  stars.  The  length  of  the  day 
was  shortened  by  a  third,  and  the  night  became  even 
darker  a  third  of  the  time. 

After  the  blowing  of  the  fourth  trumpet  John  heard  an 
eagle  crying.  "Woe,  woe.  woe  to  those  who  dwell  on  the 
earth,  at  the  blasts  of  the  other  trumpets  w  hich  the  three 
"angels  are  about  to  blow!" 

The  repetition  of  the  “woe"  three  times  heightened 
the  severity  of  the  misery.  “Those  who  dwell  on  the 
earth"  refers  to  the  enemies  of  God,  the  persecutors  of 
the  Christians.  The  Christians  did  live  on  the  earth,  but 
as  Paul  wrote  to  the  Philippians,  “our  citizenship  is  in 
heaven." 

Two  more  trumpets  (Rev.  9).  Chapter  9  opens  with 
the  fifth  trumpet,  indicating  a  star  from  heaven  falling  to 
earth,  holding  the  key  to  the  bottomless  pit.  He  opened 
the  pit  and  out  swarmed  locust-like  creatures  that  afflict¬ 
ed  (jod's  enemies  with  great  misery. 

The  sixth  trumpet  brings  permission  for  four  angels 
who  had  been  reserved  for  the  mission  of  killing  a  third 
of  mankind.  The  massive  number  of  their  troops  would 
make  resistance  futile.  Even  the  horses  are  invincible, 
containing  the  destructive  powers  of  several  vicious 
animals. 

One  would  think  that  those  not  killed  in  this  battle 
would  see  their  error  and  give  up  their  w  icked  ways.  Not 
so.  Even  this  great  destruction  would  not  turn  them. 

What  was  John  saying  in  these  two  chapters?  Like  the 
first  six  seals,  the  seventh  brings  misery  primarily  upon 
the  persecutors  of  the  Christians. 

God  afflicts  the  earth  and  "tho.se  who  dwell  on  the 
earth."  all  to  no  avail.  John  wanted  the  Christians  to 
know  that  even  if  they  could  not  see  God's  hand  during 
their  great  persecution,  he  was  active,  fighting  on  their 
behalf. 

The  Romans  who  were  demanding  that  the  Christians 
worship  Caesar  were  hard-hearted.  Even  the  wrath  of 
God  would  not  change  their  direction. 

Today  evil  permeates  our  society.  Is  God  absent?  Is 
he  unconcerned?  No.  he  is  working  in  ways  of  which  we 
are  unaware  to  bring  about  the  end  of  evil  and  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  goodness. 

Bishop  teaches  philosophy  and  religion  at  Jones 
County  Junior  College,  Ellisville. 


Life  and  Work 

\  Principles  of  work,  wealth 


By  Cynthia  Douglas 
Proverbs  6, 11, 20-24 


Some  people  say;  “No  one  will  ever  know,”  or  “This 
company  is  so  large  they  will  never  catch  me."  Others  may 
say;  “It  does  not  matter  if  I  give  my  employer  an  honest 
day’s  work.”  What  principles  should  guide  our  actions 
related  to  work  and  wealth? 

Is  getting  ahead  at  work  or  becoming  wealthy  the  main 
goal  in  life?  This  study  will  explore  these  questions  as  part 
of  the  unit  “Aiming  for  Excellence.”  In  Proverbs,  four  basic 
principles  about  work  and  finances  are  given;  practice  hon¬ 
esty,  work  diligently,  plan  wisely,  and  set  priorities. 

practice  honesty  (Prov.  20:23^,  21:6;  23:10-11). 
Proverbs  20;23  says  God  hates  dishonesty  as  in  differing 
weights  and  dishonest  scales.  Another  form  of  dishonesty  is 
given  in  2 1  ;6  when  the  dangers  of  a  lying  tongue  are  given. 
In  23;  10-1 1,  God  cautions  against  moving  the  boundary 
stone  or  encroaching  on  someone  efse’s  property. 

God  hates  dishonesty.  We  are  instructed  by  God’s 
Word  to  maintain  integrity  in  both  the  work  of  our  minds 
and  the  work  of  our  hands.  God  is  all-knowing  and  he  alone 
knows  the  depth  of  our  honesty.  How  are  you  living 
according  to  this  standard?  Do  you  give  your  employer  an 
honest  day’s  work?  How  do  you  deal  with  the  temptation  to 
be  dishonest  in  reporting  financial  matters?  Remember, 

God  detests  dishonesty  and  expects  believers  to  practice  the 
highest  standards  of  honesty. 

Work  diligently  (Prov.  6:6-8).  The  example  of  the  busy 
ant  is  given  to  show  how,  without  a  overseer  or  ruler,  the 
ant  is  always  busy  preparing  for  today  and  for  tomorrow. 
The  ant  is  small  and  seems  insignificant  yet  was  chosen  to 
be  commended  for  its  work  ethic. 

Whether  working  at  home,  as  a  full-time  student,  facing 
job  layoffs,  or  experiencing  unemployment,  God's  standard 
of  honest  work  does  not  vary.  Family  respxinsibilities  and 
community  actions  always  offer  worthwhile  work  opportu¬ 
nities.  Throughout  the  Bible,  God  speaks  of  work  as  honor¬ 
able  and  right.  Believers  should  aim  for  excellence  in  what¬ 
ever  job  they  hold.  The  fruits  of  our  labor  provide  for  today 
and  for  tomorrow.  \ 

Plan  wisely  (Prov.  11:15;  21:5;  24:27),  Proverbs  1 1 ;  15 
warns  against  obligating  oneself  for  another  person’s  debt. 
Chapter  21,  verse  5  contrasts  wi.se  planning  and  haste.  Wise 
planning  of  the  diligent  worker  is  the  plan  of  God  for  us. 
But  haste,  or  lack  of  planning,  will  result  in  poverty. 
Proverbs  24;27  teaches  there  is  an  order  to  work,  first 
things  must  come  first.  One  should  be  able  to  support  a 
family  by  working  hard.  “Build  your  house”  refers  to  get¬ 
ting  married  and  raising  children. 

Because  God  loves  us,  he  planned  wisely  to  meet  our 
every  need  and  to  give  us  guidelines  for  life.  His  plan 
instructs  us  to  be  good  stewards  and  to  manage  finances 
wisely. 

Set  priorities  (Prov.  22:1;  23:4-5).  More  desirable  than 
riches  is  a  good  name  (22;  I ).  Chapter  23,  verses  4-5 
instruct  us  to  “have  the  wisdom  to  show  restraint."  A  good 
name  is  a  much  higher  priority  than  riches.  Likewi.se.  a 
high  priority  is  set  on  our  relationship  to  riches  and  its 
demands.  Riches  are  temporary  —  at  death  only  what  has 
been  done  for  Christ  will  matter.  A  high  priority  of  our  life 
should  be  to  maintain  a  right  perspective. 

Wise  people  do  not  set  riches  as  a  goal  in  life  if  that 
means  harming  them.selves  and  others.  To  be  a  workaholiiT 
means  going  to  the  extreme  in  hours  and  intensity  of  labor. 
The  opposite  is  to  be  shiftless,  not  working  regularly  by 
choice,  and  not  providing  for  family  needs. 

God  has  given  biblical  principles  to  incorporate  our  job 
and  earnings  into  the  total  framework  of  life.  He  expects 
his  people  to  deal  honestly  and  fairly  in  their  work,  to  plan 
wisely,  and  to  put  wealth  in  its  proper  perspective.  Are  you 
willing  to  evaluate  your  attitude  toward  work  and  finances? 
G(xl  is  always  available  to  help  believers  to  make  not  just 
gixxl  choices  but  the  very  best  choice!  He  is  concerned 
with  every  aspect  of  our  lives. 

Douglas  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Columbus. 


Mn.  OpaJ  Holcumb  \  owcJI 
Ms.  Mar>  Morgan 
Mrs.  Lyck  Hornsby  Wadsworth 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hoskins  I,.  DeteHy 
Mrs.  Ardayrc  Walker 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  ioe  Williafas 
Mrs.  Grace  Walker 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Slepben  J.  Smith 
Mrs.  San  Walker 
Neil  and  Lekie  McKen^le 
Eudy  Walt 
Mrs.  Gladys  Frederick 
Mrs.  Rufus  Walt 
Mrs.  Virginia  B.  Carpenter 
Mr.  Sam  Weaver 
Fidelis  SS.  Utica  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  June  Whadey 
Mrs.  Lucilk  W.  Bailey 
Dr.  HaU  B.  WUlaker 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  Payerski 
EthdMay  Whitfield 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  G.  Cole  III 
Mr.  John  Wifgs 
Van  Vket  Bapust  Church 
Waller  Wlgkigton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Joe  Williams 
Mark  Ralph  wnUams 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ralph  P.  Williams 
Mr.B.F.  WilUams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubrey  Lee  Boone 
Mrs.  Katie  Ruth  WUlians 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  Phillips 
Ruby  WilUaais 
Mr.  W.  E.  Williams 
Roland  Woodard 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Waller  P.  McMurchy 
Mrs.  Agnes  Wright 
Mrs.  Imogene  L.  Penn 
Mrs.  George  Wynne 
Mrs.  Ina  F.  Grantham 
Mr.  Leonard  A.  Yancey 
Mrs.  Mary  Nell  May 
Mr.  Truman  Yancy 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  Ward 
Mr.  Lonnie  Yawn 
Ora  Baptist  Church 
Warren  Keith  Yeatman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gerald  Fulgham 

(to  be  continued) 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Owen 
Mrs.  Sailie  Mae  Stacy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  WaJdnip 
Aubra  A  Bill  Moody 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  Fuqua 
Mr.  C.  E.  "Phir  Sterting 
Mrs.  Sue  Barren 
Mr.  Bill  Barrett 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  A.  Switzer 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  I.  M.  Tidwell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michael  Allen 
A  Children 

WUlian  Stafford  Stewart 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  T.  Erwin.  Sr. 
Mrs.  Dot  Stovall 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Dunaway 
Mrs.  Harris  B.  Peyton 
John  C.  Swinaey 
Ed  A  Kathryn  Ellison 
Mr.  Lloyd  B.  Tanaer,  Sr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  T.  Ballard 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Qies^  Masterson 
Mis.  O.  U.  Shamblin 
SoeTayiar 
Ms.  Mary  Lou  Loll 
Mr.  Cedi  W.  TUgpen 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Ray  Thigpen 


Dr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Broome 
Mrs.  Chnstine  Mosky 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  McWilliams 
Mrs.  Mamie  Rush 
Mrs.  O.  H.  Shamblin 
Mr.  Wood  E.  Russum 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Carpenter  Jr. 
Mr.  WdterJ.Sabnoo 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dorphus  Wilson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Vincent  Mullins  Sr. 
Mr.  Ceefl  R.  Salter 
Mr.  Gordk  Whittington 
Paul  Sanders 
Mr.  William  H.  Myrick 
Terry  O.  Sanders 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Thomas 
Lcdie  Mae  Sandifer 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Reggie  Broom 
James  Saaford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Kidd 
Mra.  Thehna  Sa^ord 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Larry  W.  Creel 
Mr.  EdMl  Shaw . 

Mrs.  Lynn  Hardage 
Mrs.  Ehie  Shnpeon 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  Ward 
Wayne  B.  Skeitoa 
Ms.  Leslk  Slevenon 
Ms.  Beth  Mardis  Steverson 
Mrs.  Flora  Mac  Slay 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  Denson 
Johaay  Skwa 
Mr.  Hank  Norwood 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  HoUk  Sasitfi 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Watkins 
Mr.  VemoB  Smltli 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  Earl  Spring 
Mrs.  Lera  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Gulledge 
Mrs.  Lottie  Rath  Smitta 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Alvin  C.  Simms 
Mrs.  Maggk  Smith 
Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Van  Namen 
Vernon  Smltb 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Louis  Byrd 
Dr.  O.  L.  Snowden 
Mrs.  Marsha  ft  Scott  Kenneth 
Terry  South.  Sr. 

Whittentown  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Way  ne  Box 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  D.  S.  Bowenng 
Mrs.  Rosa  M.  Milkr 
Mn.  Wayne  NU 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  W.  Herbert 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  B  R.  Taylor 
Mr.  ft  Ovilec  Nunnery 
Ms.  Annie  M.  Nunnery 
F.ngcneOdom 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Moore 
Mr.  Marion  C.  Pace 
Believer's  SS.  Highland  BC 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  W.  Makamson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  H-  E.  Dawkins 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  Wayne  Smith 
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Gifts  of  Honor  £ind  Memory 


Mrs.  E.  C.  Black  Jr. 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  James  W.  Lewis 
Mr.  John  C  Pamons 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Hambedin 
Ms.  Ada  Mae  Hilderbrand 
Mrs.  Johnnk  Bussey 
Mn.  Flo  Rachel  Patrick 
Fust  Baptist  Church 
Ladies  #2  SS.  FBCMcLain 
Mn  Jane  Patrick 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Truman  Aldhdge 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland  Jr. 
Mrs.  Leonan  Watts 
Mr.  Hank  Norwood 
MnRabyPedcr 
Ms.  Julia  Mullins 
J.R.Pcnkk,Sr. 

Mrs.  Billy  Wells 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Steward 
Bud  and  Ruth  Dodds 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Crane 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deren  Freeman 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Norwood 
Evelyn  Robbins 
Mn  Rcha  Pennlagton 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Billy  Joe  Williams 
Mr.  Hoyd  Ptidphs 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  Pinnix  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs-JV  T.  ft  Judy  Breland 
Mr.  &  Mfs.^ftbd  Young 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland  Jr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ellis  O.  Cummins 
LHa  Rhea  Pickering 
— Mfs.  Frances  G.  Pickering 
Mks  Addiw  Pickk 
Miss  India  Ware 
IJzzk  Pierce 

..Fellowship  SS.  FBC-Lcakcsville 
Sbelky  Prim 
Mrs.  Edwin  Bums 
Mr.  Fred  Pump 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Drake 
Mn  Zalbfo  B.  Purycar 
Mrs.  Jack  Norfleet 
Mr.  Herman  Rainer 
Rev.  ft  Mrs.  William  F.  Evans 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Bearden  ft  Family 
Sherrod  Rayborn 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Cortez  Byrd 
MnLaRncR^ 

John  ft  Dot  Beall 
Debbie  ft  Missy  Ellis 
Mn  Zclda  Reagan 
Karen  ft  Jerry  Johason 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Janres  Nod  Reed 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  William  B.  Thompson 
Mr.  Edward  Engenc  Rhodas 
Ed  ft  Carolyn  Smith 
Mr.  Roberi  H.  Rigby 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  D.  C  Roblnaon 
Neil  ft  Zdue  McKenzie 
Mr.  U  R.  Robineon 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dorphus  Wilson 
MnMary  Raae  ^ 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Terry  Oiampion 
MnT.V.Rane 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lamar  Haiaway 
Mr.  Anbrey  Romer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland  Jr. 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts 
of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium,  lliis  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Shady  Grove  BC  Senior  Adult  SS 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack  B.  Martin 
Norma  Sue  Thorton 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Grover  Kyle 
SamB.Tii«ftc 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  B.  Wallace 
Mn.  Katherine  Tribble 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Powell  E.  Poe 
Mn.  Winnk  Blain  Trumdl 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Powell  E.  Poe 
PetcTobtih 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Billy  Joe  Williams 
M.  L.  Turpin,  Jr. 

Joy  SS.  Shaw  Baptist  Church 
OtbeT.  Van  Hooaer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Frank  Pajerski 


Mr.  Waller  Barbee 
Mn.  Pdia  IlndiM 
Bill  ft  Paula  Davidson 
Mr.JoeMackHnfhpctfi 
Ndl  ft  Zdue  McKenzie 
Ms.  Marion  G.  Milkr 
Mrs.  Dora  Mae  HnOa 
Ms.  Ireta  W.  Grdiam 
Fayctta  Jackaoa 
Dave  ft  Dee  Hofhnan 
Dunbar  ft  Mary  Aaa  McCurky 
Mrs.  C.  D.  McCurky 
Mrft.LottkJackaaa 
Mr.  Gordie  Whiltiagton 


Mr.  ft  Mis.  Billy  Wakkup 
Gny  Melania 

Fdlowship  SS.  FBC-Leakesvilk 
Mr.  Dadd  C  McMAaa 
Mrs.  Lera  Wahets 
Mrs.  Myra  Simmons 
Mr.  Howard  McMHae 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ralph  D.  Farr 
Mn.  Addle  Wlnm  R  McNcdy 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Kyzar 
Mn.  Dora  Loia  McRcc 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Harry  Dendy 
Mn.  W.  R  Merrdl.  Sr. 

Mn.  Bryan  D.  Stringer 
AUiaan  Merritt 
Fust  Baptist  Church 
Ladies  #2  SS,  FBC-McLain 
J.  J.  M^ren 
Mn.  Essie  Mae  Meyers 
Mn.Omk  Miller 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  John  Corder  . 

Mr.  Mack  Minchn*  ^ 

Mr  &  Mis.  ^  V'  Parker  Jr. 

Mr.  MemWh  Milchcll 
Form  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Miw.Sr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ralph  D.  Fan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  T.  McCltittock 
Janes  K.  Morciaad 
ThiiteeiHh  Avenue  Pharmacy 
Mr.  Newman  Morrla 
Mr.  James  G.  Huno  &  Family 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Robert  D.  While 
Mabel  Marriaoa 
__Mis  l^Arledae 
Mrs.  A.  E  May 
Mrs.  Howard  Sessums 
Bruce  U  Mate 
Mr.  ft  hills.  Luther  R.  Adams 
Gerry  Marphy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  B.  Coleman  Jr. 

Harry  Halls  SS.  FBCJGrrenwood 
Mn.  James  T.  Mnrpby 
Mrs.  Alsu  Roiinsaville 
Mr.  Eufeac  Myers 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Cooper  Sharp 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Laney  A.  Berry 
Mr.  ft  hdrs.  R.  E  Cole 
Mr.  ft  Miv  Robert  W.  ft  Dan  Cole 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ronald  B.  Cole  ft  Family 
Mrs.  LouiK  Cole 
Faith  SS.  New  Hebron  BC 
Mis.  E  N.  Lane 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  D.  Little 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Michael  U  Little 
Mr.  ft  Idis.  J.  Heary  Riley 


MEMORIALS 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Hnntcr  George 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jackie  Wooky 
Pete  George 

Ms.  Barbara  Evans  Shackkford 
HydrickGObert 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Frank  Pajerski 
NormerGaLSr. 

Mn.  Douglas  B.  King 
Ms.  Omanai  Senfoed  Lem 
Ms.  Dean  Gold 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bill  Davis 
Mr.  MitchcB  Gordon 
Mr.  &  Mn.  Chuck  Smith 
Mr.  Henhal  Grady 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Craig  Haskins  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lonnie  Smith 
Jimmy  Graham 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  E.  Snowden 
Virginia  Graham 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Dan  W.  Southerland  Jr. 
Grandmother  of  Mkbdle  Smitb 
Mn.  Myra  Simmons 
JaoMS  W.  Graatham 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  B.  B.  Hairy  Jr. 

Clyde  Grav» 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Cortez  Byrd 
Mn.  Waller  Graves 
Neil  ft  Zekie  McKenzie 
WUUam  Kdly  Hammond 
Mn.  Juanita  Cokman 
Manck  Fkher  Hand 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Cutis  Buckner 
Woodrae  Hankins 
Graeber  Brochen  Inc. 

Mr.  Winfred  Hargett 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Dan  Southerland  Jr. 
Aathony  Jefferson  Harper 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  C.  H.  Muiphey  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Edward  R.  Barlow 
Mrs.  Mary  Harrington 
Mrs.  E<bth  Harrelsoo 
Miss  Dorothy  ft  Joan  Harrelson 
Mrs.  Jo  Rahcri  Harris 
Pam  Bufui 
Judy  Focteaberry 
Dawn  D.  Smith 


Lopez  Elementary  Faculty  ft  Staff 
Dave  Vance 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Sam  T.  Carter 
Dork  Vines 
Mr.  Tim  R.  Roberts 


Mn.  L  B.  Morris 
SetamCmcJackaon 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  John  D.  Druetta  Sr. 
Virginia  Jackson 
Ms.  Billie  McCully 
Alberta  Johnsoa 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Delbcft  L  Edwards 
Aubrey  Johnson 
Mn.  Irene  B.  Van  Winkk 
Mr.  R.  C.  Johnson 
Mn.  R.  C.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Looa  Joimaon 
Senior  Adult  SS.  Sb^y  Grove  BC 
Mrs.  Roth  Vesey  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  George  H.  Crawford  Jr. 
Wiliam  A.  Johntoon 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Travis  Palmer 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  D.  O.  Thoms 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ahno  WaJley 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy  R.  Smith 
Mr.J.R.  Jones 

Arlington  Height*  Baptist  Church 
Mn.  Irene  Jones 
Sororis  Oub 
Tommy  Keith 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Billy  Joe  Williams 
Jimmy  Nolen  Kent 
Mr  ft  Mn.  R  B.  Smith 
Mn.  Lorena  Deaa 
Hetman  Kcriey 
Oak  Grove  Baptial  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  James  R.  Rogers 
Mr.  Preston  Key 
Dr.  ft  Mn.  Alien  Rndky 


Voting  people  and  adults  from  several  churches  in  Sharkey- 
Is^queha  Baptist  Association  volunteered  their  time  on  The  India 
Nunnery  Campus'  at  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village.  These  mission¬ 
aries  spent  their  mornings  painting  and  landscaping.  After  assisting 
with  grounds  beautification  the  young  people  enjoyed  swimming 
and  fellowship  with  BCV  residents  in  the  afternoon. 


Mr.AMn.  BUI  Gill 
Mr.  Edward  O. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Aahew  J.  Churcfawcll 
Mn.CdhKKM^IiB 
Mr.  A  Mn.  R.  B.  Wallace 
Mia.  Ralb  Lay 
Ms.  Allenc  [>aae 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jama  A.  KkU 
Mr.PMkLcaMak 
‘Mr.  A  Mn.  A.  Bad  Brownlm  St 
Mfi.EnBaLaMa 
Mn.  Robert  W.  Jenigan 
Trtriy  larch 
AKJ  Specially  A«o 
Mr.  D.  B.  Laa 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Dooaftd  K.  Rabbfi» 
Rkbard  Laae 
Mr.  A  Mn  Roben  T.  Smilli 

Mr.  Gerald  Malm* 

FoieM  Baptist  Oiuroh 
JamMaIcne 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Jmies  R.  McOure 
Mil.  Dorutby  MaiMuM 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Conei  Byrd 
Mn.  On  May  S.  Green 
Mr.  A  Mn.  H.  A.  Lowery 
Mr.  CMp  Marias 
Mr  A  Mn.  Alton  E  Fields 
Mta.  Carrie  Maribi 
Mr  A  Mn.  John  T.  Keeton  It. 

Mra.  RoaaUe  Matthews 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Frank  H.  Jones 
Mra.  Lala  Mac  May 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Eugene  Culpepper 
Mis.  Roy  May 
Mr.  A  Mn  Roy  E  Webb 
NcBMcAlam 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Frank  Paierski 
Mrs.  Aadrry  McOtBaa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  A.  Eari  Brownke  Sr 
Mrs.J«H.McOdiy 
Mn.  Virginia  S.  Fab 
Mia.SybaMcCBBy 
Mr  A  Mn  I.  E  Kaighi 
Mr.JshaMcDaaM 


Ma.  Patricia  Walston 
Chaiiet  Hooker  Sr.  A  Family 


Dr.  A  Mn.  Raymond  S.  Martin  Jr. 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fiaak  Pajenki 
CF.Hayms 
Mn.  E  F.  Angelo 
Mr.iLW.Hcnaoa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  B.  Cokman  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mn.  C.  H.  Muiphey  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bert  Hctrimi 
The  Danny  Smith  Family 
Ml*.  Beverly  Herring 
Fint  Bapbst  Church 
Mra.  Mariuric  Hewlett 
Taylor  Bapust  Church 
Mn.  Kale  Kair 
ClamKeHiclu 
Mn.  Anna  C.  Johnson 
John  Hobart 

Mr.  A  Mrs  D  S.  Bowenng 
Deaa  Hodge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Milam 
AUen  Hodges 
Easisrood  Baptist  Church 
AlUmr  HoBasray 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Alben  N.  Hemphill 
Mra.  Pal  HuHey 
Ladies  SS.  FBC-SIcdge 


Mr.  A  Mn  John  Mabiy  Jr 
Dr.  A  Mn  ’  Robbie  DeCous  A  Family 
Mn.  Camille  C.  Honea 
Aahtey  A  Lindsey  Moon 
Lee  A  Liia  Punis 
Mr.  Barrel  S.  ‘^TdeT  Hood 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tom  A  David  Peiley 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Everen  S.  Cole  Jr. 

Mr.  James  C.  Peay 


Vtoyne  horseback  riding,  fishing,  picnicking,  kite  flying,  and  orga 


Vaiden  Baptiat  Church  and  property  owner 

Cookq^hosted  a  trail  ride  for  BCV  young  people  and  staff 
from  the  Reedy  Acres  Campus  in  Water  Valley  and  the 
Farrow  Manor  Campus  in  Independence.  Adivitles  includ¬ 
ed  camping  out  In  tents  provided  by  the  Army  Reserve, 


nized  activities  led  by  Holmes  Junior  College  BSD  Direc¬ 
tor  Michael  Kelly.  The  weekend  culminated  with  Sunday 
morning  worship  led  by  BCV  young  people  and  Unit 
Director  of  the  Farrow  Manor  Campus,  Ed  Nixon. 


Missionary  links  her  survival 
to  Southern  Baptists’  prayers 

^  _  oA*  ti7<s11  QnH  \4iiroip  ^ni 


SOUTHEASTERN  REZONING  REQUEST  TURNED  DOWN  j 
A  SECOND  TIME:  WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (ABP)  —  For  the  second  j 
time  in  a  little  more  than  a  year,  commissioners  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  j 
have  turned  down  a  request  to  rezone  property  owned  by  Southeastern 
Seminary  for  a  shopping  center.  The  commissioners  voted  4-0  against  ] 
the  request,  which  would  have  cleared  the  way  for  the  seminary  to  sell  j 
34  acres  of  undeveloped  land  to  raise  money  for  expansion  of  its  cam-  | 
pus.  At  public  hearings,  several  residents  and  merchants  reportedly 
spoke  against  rezoning  the  property,  saying  it  would  draw  business  | 
away  from  Wake  Forest’s  downtown  district.  “Obviously,  we’re  disap-  | 
pointed’’  with  the  rezoning  vote,  seminary  spokesman  Greg  Kingry  j 
said.  “We  would  not  have  pursued  it  if  we  did  not  think  it  was  kind  of 
a  win-win  situation  for  the  school  and  the  town.”  Seminary  officials  | 
are  taking  it  in  stride,  Kingry  added.  “There  are  too  many  positive  i 
things  going  on  here  for  us  to  focus  on  something  like  this,”  he  said. 

„  SBC’S  OLDEST  PREACHER  DIES  AT  AGE  105:  MELBOURNE, 
Ark.  (ABP)  —  A  105-year-old  Baptist  minister,  thought  to  be  the  oldest 
living  Southern  Baptist  preacher,  died  July  7  at  his  home  in  Mel¬ 
bourne,  Ark.  William  Oscar  Taylor  died  of  congestive  heart  failure.  He 
was  a  co-founder  of  Southern  Baptist  College  (now  Williams  Baptist 
College)  in  Walnut  Ridge,  Ark.,  and  was  one  of  its  first  faculty  mem¬ 
bers.  A  former  associational  missionary,  he  also  founded  three  Baptist 
youth  camps.  Taylor  became  a  Chri.stian  at  age  1 7,  preached  his  fir.st 
.sermon  Oct.  12,  1912,  at  Caledonia  Church  in  Union  County  and  was 
ordained  in  1913  at  Sweet  Hill  Church  in  Arkadelphia.  Taylor,  who 
retired  from  the  active  ministry  in  1969,  recently  celebrated  his  105th 
birthday  by  preaching  at  his  home  church  in  Melbourne.  He  also  was 
the  author  of  three  books,  including  Seventy  Years  in  the  Ministry  and 
The  Old  Timers  Did  It  This  Way. 

PEOPLE  WITH  FAITH  LESS  AFRAID  OF  DYING,  STUDY 
SHOWS:  ROCKVILLE,  Md.  (ABP)  —  People  with  religious  involve¬ 
ment  have  less  fear  about  death  than  those  with  no  religious  faith, 
according  to  a  research  summary  from  the  National  Institute  for 
Healthcare  Research.  The  summary  cited  a  study  by  the  California 
SchtHil  of  Professional  Psychology  in  Fresno,  Calif.  Researchers  sur¬ 
veyed  2(K)  people  from  various  religious  groups  about  their  faith  and 
their  feelings  about  death.  “Strong  religious  convictions  and  the  belief 
in  an  afterlife  are  asstKiated  with  significantly  less  anxiety  and  depres¬ 
sion  regarding  the  idea  of  dying,”  said  David  Larson,  president  of  the 
institute.  The  non-profit  organization  is  dedicated  to  conducting  and 
distributing  research  on  the  significance  of  spirituality  to  health  and 
well-being.  Unexpectedly,  the  report  stated,  those  who  said  the  most 
important  a.spect  of  religion  was  the  possibility  of  achieving  life  after 
death  had  higher  death  depression  and  anxiety  than  individuals  who 
did  not  believe  this  was  the  most  important  aspect  of  their  religion.  “In 
other  words,”  said  Larson,  “a  person’s  death  anxiety  is  only  lowered 
by  a  personal  commitment  and  investment  in  religion,  not  by  paying 
lip  service  to  a  certain  religion  just  in  case  there  really  is  an  afterlife.” 

CHURCHES  WARNED  OF  SCAM  WRONGLY  AFFILIATED 
WITH  NICKY  CRUZ:  COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo.  (ABP)  — 
Churches  in  at  lea.st  three  states  have  fallen  victim  to  a  .scam  related  to 
a  former  gang  member  turned  evangelist.  A  letter  from  Nicky  Cruz 
Outreach  states  that  .someone  claiming  to  he  Cruz’  cousin  has  dishon¬ 
estly  coo-xed  mouthy  from  churches-in  California.  Arizona.  Florida,  and 
other  states.  The  person  has  called  himself  Jesse  or  Jerry  Cruz,  "and 
always  .says  that  he  is  a  nephew  of  Nicky  Cruz,  ”  according  to  Patrick 
Dow,  executive  administrator  of  Nicky  Cruz  Outreach.  The  scam  artist 
tells  a  pastor  or  church  administrator  that  he  has  been  on  a  trip  with 
students  from  Columbia  University  in  New  York,  according  to  Dow. 
The  person,  who  offers  a  contact  at  Fir.st  Baptist  Church  in  New  York 
City,  claims  he  has  been  left  behind  and  needs  money  for  an  Amtrak 
ticket  or  hotel. 

BSSB  EDITOR  FERNANDO  GARCIA  DIES  BOARDING 
PLANE  IN  CUBA:  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Fernando  Garcia,  editor  of 
children’s  materials  in  Spanish  in  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  s 
Multicultural  Leadership  Department,  died  July  18  of  an  apparent  heart 
attack  as  he  boarded  a  plane  in  Havana.  Cuba.  Garcia.  59.  had  been 
visiting  family  in  his  native  Cuba  and  was  returning  to  Nashville  when 
he  collapsed  and  died.  Garcia  joined  the  board  in  1982  as  a  manuscript 
assistant  in  the  language  unit  and  held  several  editorial  positions.  Earli¬ 
er.  he  was  pastor  of  Calvaria  Iglesia  Bautista.  1966-81,  and  Primera 
Iglesia  Bautista.  1963-66.  both  in  Bryan.  Texas.  He  also  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  churches  in  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico.  He  left  Cuba  in  the  1960s 
and  became  a  Christian  after  arriving  in  the  United  States.  Omar  Fer¬ 
nandez.  manager  of  the  resources  development  section  in  the  Multicul¬ 
tural  Leadership  Department,  said  Garcia  “was  the  first  person  1 
worked  with  at  the  board.  We  developed  a  friendship  that  was  much 
deeper  than  supervisor  and  employee.”  Garcia  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Instituto  de  Matanzas  in  Matanzas,  Cuba,  and  the  Hispanic  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary.  .San  Antonio.  Texas.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Marta,  three  sons,  and  one  daughter. 


CHARLESTON,  S.C.  (BP)  — 
A  daughter  of  missionaries,\Mar- 
garet  “Margie”  Callaway  Pearson 
grew  up  in  Morocco,  Ethiopia,  and 
Yemen.  Missions  must  run  deep  in 
her  family’s  blood,  for  both  she 
and  her  twin  sister  were  appointed 
missionaries. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  two-term 
missionary  to  Ethiopia  has  some¬ 
thing  to  say  about  prayer.  Six  years 
ago,  Pearson’s  life  was  busy  in  the 
“home”  part  of  her  church-and- 
home  assignment  on  a  late  January 
day. 

“I  was  busy  taking  care  of  my 
then-4-year-old  and  three-month- 


old  sons,’^  Pearson,  currently  on 
furlough,  recounted  during  the 
recent  South  Carolina  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  (WMU)  meet¬ 
ing  in  Taylors.  “1  had  baked  and 
decorated  a  cake  for  a  little 
Ethiopian  friend’s  fourth  birthday 
and  was  preparing  to  go  to  the 
party. 

“A  fellow  missionary  came  to 
my  door  and  I  said  to  her,  T  don’t 
know  what  is  wrong,  but  I  have  the 
biggest  stomach  ache  on  earth!’ 

“But  busy  moms  can’t  be  sick,” 
Pearson  quipped,  “so  I  went  on  to 
the  party.” 

The  spicy,  oily  Ethiopian  food 


Ron  Numttower.  Ph.D. 
ninister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 


/  divorced  my  adulterous 
spouse  .several  years  ago.  Now  I 
find  myself  in  the  same  situation 
—  commiting  adultery.  Was  I 
too  hard  on  my  first  spouse? 

Now  you  understand  how  a 
person  gets  trapped  by  sin.  You 
did  not  one  day  think  to  your¬ 
self,  “Today  I  will  commit  adul¬ 
tery.”  There  is  a  process.  First 
there  is  the  thought,  then  medi¬ 
tation  on  the  thought,  and  finally 
action  on  the  thought.  Examine 
the  reasons  you  turned  to  adul¬ 
tery,  because  that  will  help  you 
decide  whether  you  want  to  con¬ 
tinue  on  this  path  or  get  back  on 
the  right  road.  God  allows  us  to 
make  choices,  even  when  wrong 
choices  could  lead  to  our 
destruction.  Will  you  continue 
in  the  sin  of  adultery  or  will  you 
turn  from  this  wrong,  seek  for¬ 
giveness, -and  walk  in  light  and 
truth?  After  you  make  that  com¬ 
mitment,  you  can  better  decide 
how  to  offer  forgiveness  to  your 
first  spouse. 


Our  daughter  is  married  to  a 
foreigner  who  practices  a  non- 
Christian  faith.  He  wants  to  move 
their  children  to  his  home  coun¬ 
try  and  raise  them  in  his  faith. 
How  should  we  react? 

Let  your  feelings  be  known  to 
your  son-in-law  —  in  a  Christian 
way,  of  course.  If  your  daughter 
does  not  agree  with  him,  she 
should  do  the  same.  However,  if 
your  daughter  is  not  contesting 
his  decision,  you  unfortunately 
don’t  have  much  say  in  the 
process.  Whether  this  is  good  for 
the  children  or  not,  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  parents  get  to  decide.  As 
you  pray  for  your  daughter  and 
grandchildren,  pray  for  godly 
classmates,  neighbors,  and 
unseen  visitors  who  will  minister 
to  them  in  that  foreign  land  and 
give  them  the  spiritual  fruit  they 
need.  As  you  pray  for  your  son- 
in-law,  pray  that  Goff  will  pu.t 
people  in  his  path  who  know  ana 
speak  the  truth  in  his  home  coun¬ 
try,  and  who  will  minister  to  him. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord.  P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief,  name 
is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make 
recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Bihliocivher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1996 


THQ  D  ISXSSNK  EHA,  IVSYKVST,  WHV  YKS  UHVF 
GSXAX  NKVDXY'X  XCOS,  CTF  WHV  YKS  UHLS  HW 
YKS  XMDVDY,  YKCY  ES  XYVDLS  YHBSYKSV  QDYK 
ZS  DT  EHAV  MVCESVX  YH  BHF  WHV  ZS; 

VHZCTX  WDWYSST:  YKDVYE 

This  uvek's  clue:  K  equals  H. 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  ivrse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Soliv  by  trial  and  error.  Ansuvr 
to  last  uvek's  puzzle:  Zephaniah  One:  Nine.  *"  — 


did  not  set  well  and  Margie  soon 
wound  up  in  an  Ethiopian  hospital, 
where  she  was  misdiagnosed  with 
an  ectopic  pregnancy  and  rushed 
into  surgery.  Before  she  reached 
the  operating  table,  however, 
another  symptom  was  discovered 
and  surgery  was  canceled. 

Margie  was  med-evacuated  to 
Kenya,  where  she  was  diagnosed 
as  having  a  ruptured  appendix.  She 
had  surgery  on  Feb.  3.  That  date, 
Pearson  said,  is  significant. 

“Now,  why  didn’t  I  die?”  she 
asked.  “Many  die  of  a  ruptured 
appendix”  —  especially  in  that 
region  of  the  world. 

“Well,  my  birthday  is  Feb.  3,” 
she  said.  “That’s  important 
because,  with  the  time  zone  differ-" 
ences,  1  was  surrounded  by  prayer 
from  Feb.  2  through  4,”  since 
WMU,  Acteens,  and  Girls  in 
Action  remember  missionaries  in 
prayer  on  their  birthdays.  “And, 
boy,  did  I  need  it! 

“See  God’s  power  in  prayer!” 
she  challenged. 

“When  I  returned  to  Ethiopia,  I 
received  a  big  banner  in  the  mail 
which  read,  ‘Margie  Pearson,  we 
prayed  for  you  on  February  3rd,’” 
she  recounted.  “It  was  signed  by 
300  GAs.  We  missionaries  depend 
on  those  prayers!” 

Through  the  years,  Margie  and 
her  husband  Jeff  have  depended  on 
Southern  Baptist  prayers  for  their 
community  development  work. 
Coupled  with  evangelism  and 
church  planting,  the  work  has 
helped  meet  Ethiopia’s  physical 
and  spiritual  needs.  Ethiopia’s  hor¬ 
rible  famine  in  the  1980s  has 
become  an  avenue  to  reach  people, 
she  said. 

The  Pearsons  will  depend  on 
Southern  Baptists’  prayers  even 
more  very  soon.  When  they  return 
to  Ethiopia,  they  will  be  assigned 
to  a  still-unreached  people  group. 

“They  are  a  people  who  are 
spiritually  blind....  We  would  IHtes- 
to  introduce  them  to  the  Light  of 
the  world;  Jesus. 

“We  cannot  do  this  unless  you 
come  with  us.  Will  you  come  with 
us  in  your  prayers?”  Pearson 
asked. 
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